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UNIVERSAL  ATONEMENT. 


One  importaot  qaestioo,  cooceroiDg  which  christiaoa  havA  leag 
been  very  much  divided,  is,  What  is  the  extent  of  the  atonement? 

Id  other  words.  Has  Christ  made  an  atonement,  is  he  the  propUta< 
tioD,  for  the  sins  of  the  whole  world  of  mankind  :  or,  for  the  sins 
of  those  only,  who  will  actdally  be  saved  ?  This  question  is  of 
inconsiderable  importance,  both  in  respect  to  the  grace  of  God 

*  manifested  to  the  apostate  race  of  mao,  in  the  provisions  of  thei  .,.  .  , 
'gospel,  and  in  respect  to  the  cviminaKty,  and  the  fioal^condemna*^"^^^ 
tion,  of  those  who  finally  fail  of  salvation.  It  is  the  design  of  this^^^^fe 
communication,  to  illustrate  and  establish  this  general  propositUHir^^ 
Tis.  '  The  Lord  Je$u»  Qirist  hat  tnade  an  aUmetntnt  for  tht 

all .  mankind^  _ 

■  To  guard  against  misapprehension,  it  may  be  proper  to  (W^»fre9  i^ 
here,  that  what  1  undertake  to  prove  in  not  that  Christ  Im 
the  debt  of  all  mankind.  That  notion,  which  makes  the  atooMnent  ^ 
consist  in  the  payment  of  the  sinner’s  debt,  does  not  appear  to  me  to  be 
ibund  in  the  scriptures.  Sin,  or  the  transgression  of  the  divine  ^ 

^  law,  does  not  incur  what  is,  strictly,  aadebt.  It  is  true,  the  term 
debt  is  used  in  the  scriptures,  iu  relation  to  this  subject.  It  issqP^ 
used  in  the  Lord’s  prayer. — **  Foi^ve  os  our  debts.”  But  th^^& 
term  is  here  used,  not  literally,  but  figuratively.  Yet,  even  in  th}S 
sense,  Christ  has  not  paid  any  man’s  debt  He  has  only  opened  e 
way  in,  which  the  debt  may  be  graciously  forgiven,  consistmitly 
with  the  honour  of  God  and  the  interest  of  bis  kingdom. 

It  may'^not  be  unimportant  to  observe,  farther,- that  it  is  not  sop-  r^ 

*  posed  that  God  could  not  have  provided  an  atonement  for  part  of 
mankind,  without  making  any  such  provision  for  all,  consistently 
with  the  most  perfect  justice,  if  so  it  had  seemed  good  in  bis  sight. 

1  should  not  dare  to  say,  as  some  allqw  themselves  to  say,  that  this 
would  have  been  partial,  and  unjust.  Such  an  opinion  can  rest, 
correctly,  only  on  the  ground  that  mankind  bad  a  claim  upon  God, 
for  this  favour.  But,  the  truth  is,  they  bad  no  claim.  The  favour  . 
was  altt^etber  unmerited.  It  was  wholly  of  grace.  Hence,  it 
might  have  been  granted  to  one,  and  witbholden  from  another^ 
without  any  injustice.  The  argument,  in  tiie  present  case,  there- 
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fore,  does  not  rest  at  ail,  on  the  groand,  that  there  must  have  been 
injustice,  or  partiality,  in  God,  if  he  had  made  provision  for  the 
salvation  of  some  of  mankind,  without  making  it  for  all.  But, 
what  is  contended  for  is,  that,  according  to  what  God  has  revealed 
to  us  in  his  word,  the  plan  which  he  was  pleased  to  adopt  was,  to 
give  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  he  might  make  an  atonement,  or 
be  the  propitiation,  for  the  sins  of  all  mankind.  This  may  appear, 

1 .  From  the  nature  of  the  atonement  itself. 

If  the  atonement  were,  properly,  the  payment  of  a  debt,  it 
would,  indeed,  seem  reasonable  to  conclude,  that  it  was  made  only 
for  those  who  will  be  savingly  benefited.  But,  as  already  observ¬ 
ed,  Christ  has  paid  no  man’s  debt.  In  making  atonement,  he  did 
but  open  the  way,  in  which  the  debt  of  the  penitent  transgressor 
might  be  graciously  forgiven.  The  atonement  was  necessary  ;  that 
God  might  be  just,  and  yet  justify  and  save  the  repenting  sinner. 
To  this  end,  it  must  be  made  to  appear  that  God  abhorred  sin,  and 
would  support  his  law,  though  be  would  pardon  the  sinner,  who 
repented  of  his  wickedness.  When  this  was  done,  atonement  was 
made.  In  the  suiferiogs  and  death  of  Christ,  to  atone  for  sin,  this 
was  made  manifest.  It  clearly  appeared,  that  God  had  such  an  ab- 
horrench  of  sin,  that,  in  order  that  be  might  pardon  and  save  the 
sinner,  bis  own  beloved  Son  must  die,  to  atone  for  the  sins  of  the 
guilty  rebel.  Though  the  sinner  is  pardoned  and  saved,  it  is  only 
for  Christ’s  sake,  or  on  account  of  his  merit  and  atonement.  When 
Christ  had  suffered  unto  death,  the  just  for  the  unjust,”  the  way 
was  prepared  for  God  to  extend  pardon  and  salvation  to  every,  re¬ 
turning  penitent.  Without  this  atonement,  he  could  not,  consistent¬ 
ly,  have  pardoned  and  saved  one  sinner.  With  it,  be  may  pardon 
and  save  millions,  and  thousands  of  millions,  just  as  well  as  one. 
When  that  was  done,  which  rendered  it  consistent  with  the  law, 
the  government,  and  the  honour  of  God,  to  pardon  and  save  one 
penitent  sinner,  then  that  was  done,  which  rendered  it  equally  con¬ 
sistent  for  him  to  pardon  and  save  millions  of  penitent  sinners,  and 
even  the  whole  human  family,  if  they  would  all  repent  and  seek  his 
grace.  This  argument  may  be  illustrated  and  confirmed,  by  the 
account  of  the  brazen  serpent,  to  which  our  Lord  himself  referred, 
as  a  striking  emblem  of  what' he  was  to  do,  for  the  salvation  of 
mankind.  It  is  obvious  that  the  brazen  serpent  was  lifted  up  as  a 
remedy  for  one  bitten  Israelite,  as  realty  as  for  another.  The 
remedy  was,  in  its  nature,  just  as  sufficient  for  thousands,  and  for 
inilHons,'as  for  one.  Receiving  benefit  from  it,  could  not  at  all  di¬ 
minish  its  efficacy.  When  hundreds  were  healed,  the  remedy  re¬ 
mained  just  as  ample,  as  it  was  at  first.  Just  so  it  is  with  the  atone¬ 
ment  of  Christ.  Though  thousands  and  millions  have  received  the 
benefit,%s  efficacy  is  not  at  all  diminished.  It  is,  in  its  nature,  un- 
diminisbable.  From  the  nature  of  the  atonement,  therefore,  the 
argument  is  conclusive,  that  it  must  have  been  for  all  men ;  for 
one,  as  really  as  for  another. 

2.  The  angel  of  the  Lord  announced  the  birth,  of  Jesus  Christ  to. 
the  shepherds  near  Bethlehem,  in  language  which  plainly  implied 
that  the  provisions  of  the  gospel  were  for  all  men.  **  Behold,  I 


Univtnal  jltonement,  40S 

bring  yon  good  tidings  of  great  joy,  which  shall  be  to  all  people. 
For,  onto  yoh  is  bom  this  day,  in  the  city  of  David,  a  Savibor, 
which  is  Christ  the  Lord.”  This  message  from  heaven  cannot 
imply  less,  than  that  the  tidings  proclaimed  were  *'  good  tidings  of 
great  joy,”  to  ail  people  who  should  bear  them  announced.  But, 
surely,  if  Christ  was  to  make  no  provision  for  a  great  part  of  man* 
kind,  then  there  were,  in  reality,  no  good  tidings  for  them.  If 
Christ  was  to  atone  for  the  sins  of  an  elect  number  only,  in  what 
sense  could  big  advent  be  announced  as  good  tidings  of  great  joy  to 
those,  for  whom  he  would  make  no  atonement  ?  As  it  respected 
themselves,  there  could  be  no  cause  for  rejoicing  here,  any  more 
than  the  provisions  of  the  gospel  are  a  cause  of  rejoicing  to  apos¬ 
tate  angels.  Hence,  since  the  birth  of  the  Saviour  was  proclaim¬ 
ed  as  ^  good  tidings  of  great  joy  to  ail  people,”  we  may  safely 
conclude  that  he  came  to  make  provision  for  all. 

3.  The  same  thing  appears  very  evident  from  the  striking  meta¬ 
phors,  which  are  used  to  represent  the  fulness  of  the  provisions  of 
the  gospel.  In  one  of  his  interesting  parables,  our  Lord  says,  **  A 
certain  man  made  a  great  supper,  and  bade  many.'  And  he  sent  his 
servants,  at  supper  time,  to  say  to  them  that  were  bidden,  Come, 
for  all  things  are  now  ready.”  Probably  no  one  will  deny  that  this 
great  supper  represents  the  rich  provision  which  God  has  made, 
through  the  atonement  of  his  beloved  Son,  for  the  everlasting  hap¬ 
piness  of  perishing  sinners.  Those  who  were  bidden,  then,  must 
represent  some,  at  least,  of  those,  for  whom  this  gospel  provision 
was  made.  The  man,  who  made  the  supper,  says,  by  his  servants, 
**  Come,  for  all  things  are  now  ready.”  For  whom  are  they  ready  t 
Certainly,  for  those  to  whom  this  message  is  sent.  Yet  these  per¬ 
sons  pray  to  be  excused  ;  and  we  are  told,  in  the  conclusion  of  the 
parable,  that  ”none  of  these  men  shall  taste  of  the  supper.” 
Why  ?  Not  because  it  was  not  ready  for  thorn,  sorely  ;  but,  because 
they  ungratefully  refused  it.  Now,  if  all  this  means  any  thing, 
can  it  possibly  mean  less,  than  that  the  provisions  of  the  gospel  are 
made  for  some  who  will  not  receive  the  blessing  ?  And  if  for  any, 
then  doubtless,  for  all.  Similar  to  the  parable  of  the  80{^r  is 
that  of  the  marriage  of  the  King’s  Son,  and  it  leads  to  precisely  the 
same  result.  The  dinner  was  made  ready ;  and  servants  were 
sent  *‘to  call  them  that' were  bidden  to  the  wedding;  but  they 
would  not  corner”  Other  servants  were  sent,  with  a  more  pres- 
'  sing  invitation  ;  **  but  they  made  light  of  it,  and  went  their  ways, 
one  to  bis  farm,  another  to  his  merchandise ;”  and  some  even  abu- 
.  sed  and  killed  th$  servants.  The  consequence  was,  that  they  were 
not  only  excluded  from  the  wedding  feast,  but  were  eventually  de¬ 
stroyed.  Here  we  are  plainly  taught  that  some  will  be  excluded 
from  the  marriage  supper  of  the  Lord.  But,  why  ?  Certainly, 
only  because  they  will  not  come.  Atonement  is  made.  All  things 
are  ready.  They  are  kindly  invited.  But,  alas,  they  wHl  not 
come.  .1  have  already  adduced  the  story  of  the  brazen  serpent,  to 
illustrate  the  argument  drawn  from  the  nature  of  the'  atonement. 
Still,  it  may  be  important  to  observe,  that  our  Lord  himself  referred 
to  this  case,  evidently  for  the  exprem  purpose  of  showing  the  et- 
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tent  of  his  atoneraebt.  He  says,  As  Moses  lifted  np  the  serpent 
in  the  wilderness,  even  so  roast  the  Sod  of  roan  be  lifted  np  ;  that 
whosoever  believeth  in  him  should  not  perish,  hot  have  eternal 
life.**  If,  then,  the  brazen  serpent  was  lifted  op  as  a  remedy  for 
all  the  bitten  Israelites,  who  were  yet  living,  can  any  thing  be 
more  plain,  than  that  even  so  has  Christ  been  lifted  np”  as  a 
•*  propitiation  for  the  sins  of  the  whole  world”  of  mankind  ? 

4.  The  troth  of  the  doctrine  under  consideration  is  evident  from 
the  commission  given  by  our  Lord  to  bis  Apostles.  This  comrois* 
ifion  is  thus  expressed  :  Go  ye  into  all  the  world,  and  preach  the 
gospel  to  every  creature.”  This,  surely,  cannot  mean  less,  than 
that  they  should  preach  the  gospel  to  every  human  being  capable 
of  hearing  it,  and  to  whom  they  might  gain  access.  And  what  is 
the  gospel?  It  is  good  news.  Yes,  it  is  this  good  news,  that  a 
Saviour  has  come ;  that  atonement  is  made  ;  that  a  door  of  salva¬ 
tion  is  open;  and  that  sinners;  the  chief  of  sinners,  any  sinner, 
every  sinner,  may  come  and  welcome.  The  minister  of  Christ, 
who  feels  himself  to  be  acting  under  this  broad  commission,  can  be  * 
under  no  necessity  of  restricting  his  addresses  to  Christians  ;  but  be 
may  go  up  and  down,  as  Saul  did,  and  say,  ^‘Tbis  is  a  faithful  say¬ 
ing,  and  worthy  of  all  acceptation,  that  Christ  Jesus  came  into  the 
world  to  save  sinners.V  To  the  very  chief  of  sinners  he  may  say,  ' 
with  the  angel  of  the  Lord,  *'  Behold,  1  bring  you  good  tidings  of 
great  joy.”  Yes,  to  the  chief  of  sinners,  to  every  sinner,  he  may 
say,  on  the  ground  of  the  atonement  of  Christ,  “Repent,  and  tom' 
to  God,  and  do  works  meet  for  repentance  ;”  and,  though  your 
sins  be'  as  scarlet,  they  shall  be  white  as  snow  ;  though  they  be 
red  like  crimson,  they  shall  be  as  wool.  Believe  on  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  and  you  shall  be  saved.” 

b.  In  f^reement  with  all  this,  we  find  that  the  invitations  of  the 
gospel  are  general,  “  Ho,  every  one  that  tbirstetb,  come  ye  to  the 
waters.  Come  onto  me,  all  ye  that  labour  and  are  heavy  laden. 

If  any  man  thirst,  let  him  come  unto  me  and  drink.  Whosoever 
will,  let  him  take  of  the  water  of  life  freely.”  Such  general  invi¬ 
tations  most  surely  be  evidence  that  the  provisions  of  the  gospel  are 
equally  general.  Indeed,  i|  seems  difficult  to  perceive  how  there 
can  he  any  sincerity  in  such  general  invitations  and  offers,  unless  the 
atonement  were  made  for  all  men. 

6.  What  is  stated  in  the  gospel  as  the  ground  of  the  sinner’s  final 
condemnation,  is  evidence  that  the  atonement  was  for  all  men.  It  is 
true,  indeed,  the  gospel  finds  men  in  a  state  of  condemnation,  under 
the  curse  of  the  divine  law.  If  this  bad  not  been  their  deplorable 
case,  the  atonement  of  Christ  could  not  have  been  necessary.  He 
*‘caroe  to  seek  and  to  save  that  which  was  lost.”  He  has  “  redeem¬ 
ed  us  from  the  curse  of  the  law,  being  made  a  curse  for  ns.”  Yet, 
when  the  final  condemnation  of  sinners  is  spoken  of  in  the  gospel, 
this  original  ground  of  their  condemnation  seems  to  be  very  much 
passed  over,  and  they  are  represented  as  being  finally  rejected  and 
condemned,  not  so  much '  as  transgressors  of  the  law,  as  because 
they  have  rejected  Christ,  and  his  salvation.  **  God  tent  not  his 
.  •  Son  into  the  world  to  condemn  the  world;”  not  to  pronounce  the 
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sentence  of  condemnation  npon  them,  though  they  were  in  a  state 
of  rebellion  ;  **  but,  that  the  world,  throngh  him,  mi|^t  be  saved. 
He  that  believeth  on  him  is  not  condemned  ;  bat  he  that  believeth 
not  is  condemned  already.”  Why  ?  Becanse  be  bath  not  believed 
in  the  name  ot  the  only  begotten  Son  of  God.  And  this  is  the  condemn* 
ation,  that  light  is  come  into  the  world,  and  men  loved  darkness  rather 
than  light,  becanse  their  deeds  were  evih”  Light  is  come  into 
the  world.”  What  light?  “The  light  of  life,”  certainly.  The 
light  of  salvation  by  Jesus  Christ.  “  And  this  is  the  condemnation, 
that  men  love  darkness  rather  than”  thu  “  light.”  They  are  con¬ 
demned,  because  they  have  not  believed  in  the  name  of  the  only 
begotten  Son  of  God.”  Speaking  of  the  coming  of  the  Comforter, 
our  Saviour  said,  “  And  when  he.i8*come,  be  will  reprove  the  world 
of  sin  ; - of  sin,  because  they  believe  not  on  me.*'  To  the  com¬ 

mission  which  he  gave  to  his  Apostles,  he  subjoined  this  solemn  dec¬ 
laration  ;  “  He  that  believeth  and  is  baptized  shall  be  saved  ;  but 
he  that  believeth  not  shall  be  damned.”  Now,  if  it  be  true,  that 
Christ  has  made  no  provision,  no  atonement,  for  those  who  do  not 
believe,  may  it  not  well  be  demanded,  “  How  can  these  things  be  V* 
In  this  case,  be, is  not,  in  any  sense,  their  Saviour.  Here  is,  in  re- 
ality,  no  gospel,  no  good  news,  for  them.  Can  they  be  condemned 
for  not  believing  that  he  has  atoned  for  their  sins,  when,  indeed,  he 
has  not  atoned  for  them  ?  Shall  they  be  condemned  for  not  accept¬ 
ing  of  salvation,  when  the  truth  is,  there  is  no  salvation  provided 
for  them?  No,  no.  We  are  under  no  necessity  of  indulging  any 
such  apprehensions  of  the  divine  conduct.  The  truth  is,  atonement 
is  made  ;  salvation  is  provided ;  it  is,  also,  freely  and  graciously 
offered,;  and  therefore  it  is,  that  “  he  who  believeth  not  is  con¬ 
demned.” 

7.  There  are  some  very  plain  declarations  of  scripture,  which, 
in  their  most  simple  and  obvious  sense,  directly  assert  the  doctrine 
in  question.  Said  our  Lord  himself,  **  God  so  loved  the  world,  that 
be  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whosoever  believeth  in  him 
might  not  perish,  but  have  everlasting  life.”  The  language  of 
John  the  Baptist  was,  Behold  the  Lamb  of  God,  who  taketh  away 
the  sin  of  the  world.”  The  Apostle  John,  too,  addressing  himself 
to  his  fellow  disciples,  said,  concerning  the  Lord  Jesus,  “  He  is  the 
propitiation  for  our  sins  ;  and  not  for  ours  only,  but  also  for  the  sins 
of  the  whole  world."  We  also  read,  that  he  ”  gave  himself  a  ran-° 
som  for  all ;”  and,  “  that  he,  by  tbe-grace  of  God,  should  taste 
death  for  every  man.”  'Well,  how  are  these  very  plain  declara¬ 
tions  of  scripture  made  to  harmonise  with  the  doctrine  of  particular 
atonement?  Why  a  few  words,  only,  are  added  to  them.  **God 
so  loved  the  world”  of  the  elect.  “  Behold  the  Lamb  of  God,  who 
taketh  away  the  sins  of  the  world”  of  the  elect.  **  And  he  is  the 
propitiation  for  our  sins  ;  and  not  for  ours  only,  but  also  for  the  sins 
of  the  whole  world”  q/"  the  elect.  ‘‘.Who  gave  himself  a  ransom 
for  all”  the  elect.  “  That  he  by  the  grace  of  God  should  taste 
.  death  for  every  man”  of  the  elect.  Such  an  addition,  however,  I 
dare  not  make,  lest,  baply,  1  might  incur  the  awful  reproof  intima- 
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ted  io  the  solevn  caetion.  *'  Add  thou  not  to  his  words,  lest  be  re* 
prove  thee,  and  thou  be  foood  a  liar.'’ 

Wherever  we  turn,  then, '  does  not  evidence  accumulate,  that 
Christ  has  indeed  made  atonement  for  the  sins  of  all  mankind,  and 
opened  wide  the  door  of  salvation  before  every  .sinner  of  the  hu* 
man  family  ? 

In  view  of  this  subject,- a  little  attention  to  two  or  three  inquiries, 
may  not  be  uuintcresting. 

1.  Notwithstanding  what  has  already  been  intimated  to  the  con¬ 

trary,  some  may  ask.  Is  it  true,  then,  that  all  mankind  will  be 
sav^  ?  Well,  judging  beforehand,  this  would  certainly  seem  to  be 
a  very  natural  conclusion.  Aside  from  the  atonement  of  Christ, 
mankind  are  all  in  a  most  deplorable  condition.  Under  condemna¬ 
tion  ;  the  wrath  of  God  upon  them  ;  moving  onward  to  judgment, 
to  eternity,  to  the  place  of  “  weeping,  and  wailing,  and  gnashing  of 
teeth.”  Such  being  the  awfully  affecting  state,  one  wonld  natural¬ 
ly  expect  that,  if  any  way  of  escape  be  presented,  if  a  door  of  sal¬ 
vation  be  opened  before  them,  they  will  all  rush  in,  with  the  most 
eager  haste,  to  secure  the  prize  ?  W'ell,  the  atonement,  we  see, 
is  made  ;  the  door  is  opened  ;  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  salva¬ 
tion  is  proclaimed.  And,  are  all,  then,  saved  ?  Alas,  after  all,  if 
we  receive  the  testimony  of  God,  we  yet  conclude  that  many  will 
fail  of  salvation,  and  perish  in  their  sins.  Yes,  a  great  number- 
bow  affecting,  bow  solemn  the  thought ! — a  great  number  will  yet 
lie  down  in  ceaseless  sorrow.  Ah,  yes,  a  great  number  will  bear,  at 
the  last  great  day,  from  the  lips  of  that  great  glorio'us  Saviour,  who 
died  to  atone  for  their  sins,  the  .dregful  sentence,  ”  Depart,  ye 
cursed,  into  everlasting  fire,  prepared  for  the  devil  and  his  angels 
and  ”  shall  go  away  into  everlasting  punishment.”  But  some  may 
still  ask,  .  - 

2.  Why  shall  not  all  be  saved  ?  If  Christ  has  died  to  atone  for 
the  sins  of  all ;  if  such  ample  provision  is  made ;  if  the  door  of 
mercy  is  thus  thrown  wide  open  ;  if  sinners  are  so  tenderly,  so 
affectionately,  soui^ently  invited  to  come  ;  what  now  shall  binder, 
that  they  do  not  aH  ”  obtain  the  salvation  that  is  in  Christ  Jesus,  with 
eternal  glory  ?”  The  question  is,  indeed,  a  most  interesting  and 
solemn  one.  Most  solemn  and  affecting,  ton,  most  be  the  answer. 
It  may,  also,  be  one  in  which  the  reader  is,  himself,  most  deeply 
interested.  For,  very  possibly,  be  may  be  one,  among  the  unhap¬ 
py  number,  who,  ample  as  the  provisions  of  the  gospel  are,  will 
yet  fail  of  salvation.  As  yet,  it  may  be,  be  is  not  saved  ;  and,  if 
■so,  there  must  be  great  reason  to  fear  be  never  will  be  saved.  This 
intimation,  it  may  be,  induces  some  solicitude  ;  and  he  eagerly  re¬ 
peats  the  question.  Why  ?  Why  shall  1  not  be  saved  ?  Shall  I  then, 
be  allowed  to  address  myself  directly  to  him,  and  to  ask,  Why  are 
-yon  not  already  in  a  state  of  salvation?  Is  it  not — to  your  con¬ 
science  I  put  the  question — Is  it  not  because,  hitherto,  yon  have 
refused  the.salvation  offered  ?  Because  you  would  not  come  to  this 
glorious  Saviour,  that  you  might  have  life  ?  Christ  has  been  set  forth 

«  — O,  how  often  has  be  been  set  forth — crucified  before  you  ;  How 
often  has  he  been  proclaimed  to  you,  as  the  propitiation  for  your 
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sins ;  as  wounded  for  your  transgressions,  and  braised  for  your 
iniquities  ;  How  often  has  be  tenderly  inriled  you,  saying,  **  Come, 
for  all  things  are  now  ready  “  come  unto  me,  and  I  will  give 
you  rest !”  And  yet, — is  it  not  Cjertainly  so  ? — and  yet,  yon  wauld 
not,  you  will  not  come.  The  dreadful  consequence  is — and  how 
could  it  be  otherwise  ? — the  dreadful  consequence  is,  that,  as  yet, 
you  are  not  saved.  -  Well,  this  is  precisely  the  reason,  which  the 
scriptures  assign,  why,  notwithstanding  the  fulness  of  the  atone* 
ment,  some  of  mankind  will  yet  fail  of  salvation.  When  those, 
who  welre  bidden  to  the  marriage,  were  called,  they  would  not 
come.*'  Christ  calls  ;  but  sinners  refuse.  His  own  language  to 
them  is,  ye  will  not  come  onto  me  that  ye  might  have  life.”  O  Je¬ 
rusalem,  Jerusalem,  -  --  how  often  would  I  have  gathered  thy 
children  together,  even  as  a  hen  gatberetb  her  chickens  under  her 
wings,  and  ye  would  not.** 

3.  Are  not  sinners  left  without  excuse,  if  they  do  not  obtain  sal¬ 
vation  ?  Had  no  atonement  been  made ;  had  salvation  never  been 
offered  ;  even  then  they  would  have  bad  no  cause  to  cOmplaio.  It 
was  distinguishing  grace,  surely,  which  provided  a  Saviour,  and 
opened  a  way  of  salvajlion,  for  rebel  mao,  while  rebel  angels  were 
passed  by,  and  **  reserved  in  everlasting  chains,  under  darkness, 
unto  the  judgment  of  the  great  day.”  If,  however,  mao  bad  been 
left,  as  fdlen  angels  were,  be  could  not  have  been  liable  to  blame, 
for  not  being  recovered  from  the  ruin  into  w,hich  he  bad  folleo.  But, 
now,  a  way  of  escape  is  opened.  A  plan  oT  salvation  is  reveal¬ 
ed.  He  is  kindly  assured  that,  guilty  and  ill-deserving  as  be  is,  if 
be  will  truly  repent  of  all  his  sins,  and  believe  in  the  Lord  Jesas 
Christ,  he  shall  be  saved.  Had  no  atonement  been  made,  nor  .any 
door  of  salvation  been  opened,  and  had  sinners  yet  been  ufged  to 
repent,  aud  tom  to  God,  though,  even  then,  this  must  bate  been 
reasonable,  yet  they  might  have  pleaded,  with  some  appearance  of 
reason,  that  it  could  avail  nothing,  as  they  were  without  hope. 
But,  as  the  case  is,  even  this  plea. is  cut  off.  If  they  will  only  re¬ 
pent,  and  believe,  and  obey  the  gospel,  it  will  avail,  and  they  shall 
certainly  be  saved.  Most  sorely,  then,  if  they  tvill  not  flee  for 
refuge,  to  the  hope  set  before  them,  they  must  be  without  excuse. 

4.  Does  not  the  subject  furnish  ground  for  the  solemn  expostu¬ 
lation  with  sinners,  ”  Why  will  ye  die  ?”  If  Christ  bad  made  atone¬ 
ment  for  the  sins  of  only  a  part  of  mankind,  and  we  bad  then  ad¬ 
dressed  his  expostulation  to  sinners,  .they  might  have  pleaded, 
**  We  do  not  know  that  there  is  any  way  of  salvation  open  before 
us.  It,  is  not  unlikely  that  we  are  of  the  non-elect;  and,  in  that 
'Case,  we  cannot  live.  All  hope  is  excluded.  And  do  you  ask, 
then,  Why  will  you  die  1  Even  then,  indeed,  we  might  have  urg¬ 
ed  the  possibility  of  their  being  among  the  number,  for  whom 
Christ  did  die,  and  thus  have  held  out  some  encouragement.  And 
we  might  have  urged  the  reasonableness  of  repentance,  in  itselt^ 
even  if  there  were  no  hope.  But,  certainly,  no  assurance  of  sal¬ 
vation  could  have  been  given.  As  the  case  really  is,  however,  all 
possible  encouragement  is  given  to  sinners,  and  we  may  most  per¬ 
tinently  demand  of  them.  Why  will  ye  die  1  To  the  awakened,  in* 


ti^4aiiger.  The  terrors  of  TOe  Lord  malte 
rofi.  iNKuble.  '  You  feel  gaiety.  Perhaps  you  feel  that  yed 
j^lly  1^  doomed  to  cteroal  wo.  Bu^  behold,  here  is  an  all-tnffi- 
md  most  willing  Saviour.  He  has  already  died  to  atone  for 
sins.  He  tenderly  invites  you  to  come  onto  him  ;  and  assbres 
you  that,  if  vou  do  come,  he  will  give  you  rest.  Wliat,  then,  bol 
you  l^jl^  Why  this  delay  ?  Away  i^tli  impenitence  ?  Away  with  ua 
belief.  Away  with  this  imp  metrable  hardness  of  heart.  Down  with  ev 
;»^^eltibus  feeling.  Come  humbly  ;  come  penitently  ;  come  with 
^K,  and  love,  and  gratitude,  and  joy,  and  accept  of  this  salvation. 
For,  yoM  die  f  Totheunawakened,  Careless,  thoughtless  sin¬ 

ner,  tobj^e  may  well  say.  Why  will  you  die  ?  What  do  you  find,  in 
t^e  course  you  are  pursuing ;  what  in  all  the  pleasures  of  sin,  for 
^which  it  becomes  you  to  give  away  your  souls,  tb  neglect  the  great 
Isalvation,  to  rush  into  eternal  burnings?  O  do  not  your  guilty 
I  pleasures,  even  now,  leave  a  sting  behind  thein?  Are  they  not 
/like  poisoned  arrows  in  your  guilty  souls  ?  Are  theyonot  *‘bitter- 
/  ness  in  the  latter  end  ?”  O,  then,  be  entreated  to  forsake  them  ?  / 
/Forsak^tbem,  now,  ere  it  be  eternally  .too  late.  Now,  there  is  | 
I  redemption  through  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ.  ^  Tb^  injured  laUbl 
[  of  God  yet  waits  to  save  you.  F|y,  then,  without  delayj  to  him,  | 
i^d  accept  his  offered  salvation  ?  For,  why  will  you  die"!  | 
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What !  for  rebels  i^ainst  the  throne  of  Jehovah  Is  it  possible  || 
^  that  sinners^  against  so  great  and  glorious  a  Being,  can  be  saved^ 
i  from  their  sins,  be  received  into  his  favour,  and'be  made  happy  in^ 
Heaven  ?  ’’The  question  is  one  of  the  highest  interest  to  roankind.% 
r  The  moment  it  is  proposed,  we  should  suppose  that  men  of  evc^| 
ry  condition  would  drop  all  other  business,  to  lend  their  immediate/^l 
and  undivided  .attention.  We  should  expect,  thatiias  rational  crea<l'i.' 
^ares,  they  vvould  listen  with  breathless  anxiety,  tb  hear  an  answer, 
i^n  which  each  individual,  as  a  ctmdemned  criminal,  is  deeply  con- 
^  cerned.  ‘  .  a 

But,  however  strange  it  may  appear,  there  are  large  numbers  In 
a  Christian  land,  who  have  the  aniWer  plainly  given,  who  acknowl- 
^  edge  the  excellence  of  the  Gospel,  and  express  a  desire  to  become 
^  the  reid  disciples  of  Jesus,  that  evidently  continue,  with  very  little 
I  concern,  in  a  state  of  impenitence  and  unbelief.  While  some  con- 
^  aider  the  work  of  religion  great,  and,  as  if  they  had  nothing  to.<^, 

P  profess  to  be  waiting  the  Lord’s  time  for  pardon  and  salvation,  others 
I  think  it  an  easy  acquisition,  that  may  be  safely  deferred  till  a  more 
I  M  ciWiViaoient  season.’’  While  the  former  presumptuously  hope 
j  that  God  will  be  more  ready,  and  smBe  more  graciously  at  some  ra- 
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tare  period,  as  they  continue  in  sin,  the  latter  expect  at  least,one 
half  hoar,  at  the  approach  of  death,  to  make  their  peace  with  Heav¬ 
en. 

There  are  some  others  who  seem  willing  to  perform  some  reli¬ 
gious  duties,  and  to  deny  themselves  some  sinful  indulgences,  that 
they  may  come  recommended  to  the  Most  High,  and  hud  it  neces¬ 
sary  to' gain  his  approbation  in  a  critical  moment.  On  these  slen¬ 
der  grounds,  we  have  reason  to  fear  multitudes  indulge  the  plea¬ 
sures  of  sin — neglect  and  hazard  the  eternal  welfare  of  their  souls. 
Yet  we  trust  there  are  some  who  in(]aire,  with  anxious  solicitude, 
to  know  what  they  must  do  to  he  saved,  and  are  ready  to  hear,  at¬ 
tentively,  ah  impartial  answer  to  the  inquiry.  Those  who  have 
been  burdened  under  a  sense  of  their  guilt  and  danger,  or  in  doahts 
concerning  their  future  destiny,  have  earnestly  desired  that  the 
question  might  be  solved.  Such  were  the  convicted  jailor  and  those 
pricked  in  the  heart  on  the  day  of  Pentecost.  This  may  have 
been  the  case  with  enlightened  heathen  philosophers,  as  well  as 
with  those  who  haVe  heard  the  declaration  of  the  bible. '  But  it  is 
a  question  which  philosophy,  alone,  can  never  answer  correctly. 

•  All  systems  of  religion,  of  mere  human  invention,  leave  this  point 
in  otter  darkness  ;  and  the  more  numerous  their  conjectures,  the 
greater  is  their  obscurity. 

Conscience  may  teach  us,  that  man  is  a  fit  subject  of  moral  go¬ 
vernment,  and  under  some  law  ;  observation  may  teach  os  that  men 
are  sinful,  and  therefore  transgressors  of  the  law  ;  and  reason  'may 
teach  os,  that  God,  as  a  moral  governor,  and  a  being  of  unchangea¬ 
ble  justice  and  truth,  would  not  only  annex  a  penalty  to  enforce  his 
commands,  but  would  punish  the  guilty  according  to  bis  threaten- 
ings.  But  it  is  the  gospel,  alone,  which  can  inform  us  how  he  can 
pardon  past  offences,  and  save  the  transgressor  consistently  with  the 
perfection  of  his  character,  the  honour  iof  his  law,  the  authority  of 
his  government,  and  the  safety  of  bis  kingdom.*  Reason  and  con¬ 
science  may,  also,  teach  us  the  propriety  of  returning  to  a  life  of 
obedience  ;  but  this,  being  no  more  than  present  duty,  cannot  atone 
for  past  offences,  nor  secure  their  pardon.  It  is  the  gospel,  alone, 
that  teaches  our  appropriate  duties  to  the  Saviour,  in  relation  to 
the  mercy  of  God  through  him. 

Then  the  question  returns.  Since  a  way  is  provided,  whereby 
God  can  consistently  pardon  the  offender,  what  shall  be  done,  on 
the  part  of  the  sinner,  that  he  may  be  saved  ? 

In  attempting  an  answer  to  this  inquiry,  a  number  of  things  will 
be  pointed  out  as  briefly  and  clearly  as  possible  ;  and  each  reader, 

.  or  hearer,  is  affectionately  and  earnestly  entreated  to  make  a  faithful 
application.  Oh  !  be  net  indifferent  to  a  subject  of  infinite  mo¬ 
ment,  as  if  it  did  not  concern  you  ^t  present.  The  salvation,  or 
eternal  misery  of  the  soul,  is  depending,  perhaps,  on  a  day,  or  op 

*  As  it  respects  the  way  which  God  has  provided,  in  which  he  can,  con¬ 
sistently,  pardon  and  save  sinners,  see  Burge  on  the  atonement,  and  Pro¬ 
fessor  Stuart’s  discourses  on  the  same.  My  principal  object  is  to  point  out 
the  way,  as  it  respects  what  sinners  must  do,  on  their  part,  to  be  saved. 
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your  immediate  attention.  If>  .by  deferring  the  work  of  repent¬ 
ance,  faith,  and  love,  yon  treat  the  mercy  and  authority  of  God 
with  neglect  and  contempt,  you  may  be  called  to  the  eternal  world, 
like  Herod,  in  an  unexpected  manner,  or  like  Felix,  who  ^nce 
^embled  under  the  preaching  of  Paul,  you  may  be  more  hardened 
in  stupidity  by  the  means  enjoyed.  And  then  what  will  be  your 
future  prospect  ?  Although  you  may '‘be  amused  with  the  trifles  of 
time,  indulge  in  sensual  pleasures,  and  pass  away  a  life  of  careless¬ 
ness  and  ease  ;  yet  it  will  be  as  a  tale  that  is  told. — When  they 
shall  say  peace  and  safety,  then  sodden  destruction  cometh  upon 
them,”  “  and  they  shall  not  escape.” 

Therefore,  as  those  whose  immortal  destiny  is  concerned,  will 
you  now  inquire,  either  under  the  influence  of  conviction  or  reason, 
what  you  must  do  to  be  saved  1  Hear,  then,  the  apostle  ”  Be¬ 
lieve  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  thou  shalt  be  saved.”  Hear 
the  Saviour  himself: — **  Whosoever  will  be  my  disciple,  let  him 
deny  himself,  take  up  his  cross,  and  follow  me.”  “  So,  likewise, 
whosoever  he  be  of  you  that  forsake  not  all  that  he  hath,  he  cannot 
be  my  disciple.” 

But  let  us  be  a  little  more  particular,  and  enlarge  upon  these  gen¬ 
eral  declarations. 

1.  If  you  would  be  saved,  to  say  the  least,  you  inust  disapprove 
and  forsake  all  your  sinful  practices. 

When  open  sins  have  been  indulged,  such  as  profaning  God’s 
name.  Sabbaths,  and  institutions  ;  such  as  dishonesty,  falsehood, 
intemperance,  lewdness,  and  a  multitude  of  others  that  might  be 
named,  they  must  be  entirely  relinquished.  All  sinful  thoughts, 
plans,  lusts,  and  afiections,  must  also  be  rejected  from  the  mind  and 
heart,  or  the  Saviour  cannot  be  admitted:  This  is  so  plain  a  case, 
that  it  is  generally  acknowledged,  though  too  rarely  put  in  practice. 

2.  It  is  necessary  to  observe  the  religious  duties  which  Christ 
has  enjoined. 

It  is  taken,  for  granted,  that  Jesus  is  allowed  to  be  the  only  Sa¬ 
viour.  But  can  it  be  sufficient  to  honour  him  and  secure  his  grace, 
bkrely  to  break  ofi*  some  vicious  practices,  while  we  refuse  active 
obedience  in  his  service  ?  He  that  saith,  I  know  him,  and  keep- 
eth  not  his  commandments,  is  a  liar,  and  the  troth  is  not  in  him.” 

3.  Temporal  interest  must  give  way  to  make  room  for  the  Sa¬ 
viour. 

The  riches  of  the  world  often  take  strong  hold  upon  the  heart ; 
but  they  must  be  sacrificed  for  an  interest  in  Christ.  At  his  call, 
we  must  be  willing.to  part  with  all  our  worldly  possessions,  to  follow 
and  honour  him.  Unless  this  be  the  case,'  it  is  evident  that  the 
first  afiections  are  not  placed  upon  the  proper  object ;  and  so  long 
as  the  Son  of  God  is  denied  the  throne  of  the  heart,  all  other  duties 
must  be  unavailing  for  salvation.  When  the  young  nobleman  came 
to  our  Saviour  with  all  the  inquiry  now  before  os,  he  appeared 
with  an  amiable  disposition,  a  teachable  temper,  a  cultivated  mind, 
a  refined  taste,  a  modest  deportment,  and  with  an  unquestionable, 
external  uprightness.  But  although  our  Lord  was  afiected  with  his 
appearance,  and  loved  him  as  an  interesting  man ;  yet,  knowing  the 
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idol  of  his  affections,  he  said  onto  him,  “  one  thing  thou  lackest  ;** 
and  as  a  test  of  his  attachment,  he  contioned,  "  Go  thy  way,  sell 
whatsoever  thou  hast  and  give  to  the  poor,  and  thou  shalt  have 
treasure  in  heaven  ;  and  come,  take  op  thy  cross,  and  follow  me. 
And  he  was  sad  at  that  saying,  and  went  away  grieved ;  for  he  had 
great  possessions.” 

4.  Reputation  and  worldly  honour  most  be  esteemed  less  than 
Christ,  and  must  be  relinquished  where  they  come  in  competition 
with  his  glory  and  the  interest  of  his.  kingdom. 

'  Many  will  pay  large  sums  of  money,  do  and  hazard  much  for  the 
honours  and  applauses  of  men.  It  is  a  general  sentiment,  that  a 
good  name  is  rather  to  be  chosen  than  riches.  But  worldly  honour, 
where  it  holds  the  empire  of  the  heart,  is  a  foe  to  religion,  no  less 
dangerous  to  the  welfare  of  the  soul,  than  temporal  wealth.  A 
readiness  to  sacrifice  reputation,  and  the  honourable  distinctions  of 
the  great  and  noble,  was  accounted  an  important  evidence  of  evan* 
gelical  faith  in  the  apostolic  age.  Those  who  were  not  willing  to 
be  despised  of  men,  for  Jesus’  sake,  were  not  considered  his  true 
disciples.  Even  in  an  enlightened,  Christian  land,  we  find  some,  so 
far  allied  to  ignorance  and  vice  ;  to  debased  views  and  habits,  as  to 
ridicule  all  that  is  truly  pious,  and  to  slander  those  who  are  strictly 
religious  with  the  name  of  bigots  or  fanatics.  **  But,”  said  our  Sa> 
yiour,  ”  whosoever  shall  be  ashamed  of  me  and  of  my  words  in 
this  adulterous  and  sinful  generation,  of  him  shall  the  Son  of  man 
be  ashamed,  when  he  cometh  in  the  glory  of  his  Father  with  the 
holy  angels. 

6.  Evangelical  faith  will  relinquish  personal  ease  and  sensual 
pleasure  for  Jesus’  sake. 

If  this  be  not  done,  where  the  indulgence  of  them  is  inconsistent 
with  the  duties  and  purity  of  his  religion  ;  with  bis  honour  and  the 
good  of  souls,  there  is,  manifestly,  a  want  of  attachment  to  him  and 
his  cause.  Many  would  persuade  themselves,  that  the  gratifica¬ 
tions  of  sense,  and  the  vain  amusements  of  time,  are  innocent,  how¬ 
ever  dissipating  in  their  tendency,  and  ruinous  in  their  conse¬ 
quences  ;  and  they  are  so  engrossed  in  the  schemes  of  vanity,  fool¬ 
ish  or  unprofitable  conversation,  with  useless,  fascinating,  or  licen¬ 
tious  pursuits,  that  they  even  prefer  them  to  riches  and  honour.— 
But  said  our  Saviour,  *'  Whosoever  will  come  after  roe,  let  him 
deny  himself,  and  take  up  his  cross,  and  follow  me.”  It  is  plain 
that  every  indulgence  and  practice  must  have  influence  ;  and  if  not 
in  harmony  with  the  spirit  of  the  gospel,  it  must  be  averse  to  it.  It 
cannot  be  sufficient,  barely  to  avoid  that  which  is  grossly  corrupt  ^ 
to  endeavour  that  no  great  offence  shall  be  given,  that  the  cause  of 
religion  shall  not  be  greatly  injured,  without  being  actively  engaged 
for  the  Redeemer’s  interest  and  the  welfare  of  souls.  Saith  our 
Lord,  ”  He  that  is  not  with  me  is  against  me  ;  he  that  gathereth  not 
with  me  scatteretb  abroad.”  In  spiritual  matters,  there  is  no  neu¬ 
tral  position.  An  indifference,  or  want  of  activity  in  divine  service, 
manifests,  clearly,  a  want  of  love  to  him  wbo  requires  iti 

6.  To  be  the  real  disciples  of  Christ,  the  nearest  friends  most  ' 
be  forsaken  at  ^>8  call. 
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'Although  social  attachments  take  strong  and  deep  hold  upon  the 
heart,  yet  they  must  give  way  to  the  love  of  the  Saviour,  or  we 
are  none  of  his.  He  must  have  the  first  place  in  the  soul,  and  the 
command  of  our  affections.  Said  Jesus,  Matt.  x.  37.  and  the  same 
in  substance  Luke  xiv.  26.  *'  He  that  loveth  father  or  mother  more 
than  me,  is  not  worthy  of  me ;  and  he  that  loveth  son  or  daughter 
more  than  me,  is  not  worthy  of  me.” 

7.  Oar  own  life,  also,  must  be  esteemed  less  than  the  favour  of 
Christ  and  the  interest  of  his  kingdom. 

That  we  should  be  willing  to  sacrifice  our  temporal  existence  In 
the  cause  of  Jesus,  rather  than  deny  him,  is  abundantly  evident 
from  the  example  of  the  apostles  and  martyrs,  and  from  the  express 
declarations  of  scripture.  A  readiness,  even  to  be  crucified  as  our 
3avipur  was,  is  doubtless  meant,  when  we  are  ready  to  take  up  our 
cross  and  follow  him.  ”  And  be  that  taketb  not  his  cross  and  fol- 
lowetb  after  me  is  not  worthy  of  me.  He  that  findeth  bis  life 
shall  lose  it,  and  he  that  loseth  bis  life,  for  my  sake,  shall  find  it.” 

8.  Those  things  which  have  been  mentioned,  must  be  done,  un¬ 
conditionally  on  our  part,  and  with  an  intention  to  do  them  always. 

It  is  necessary  for  the  sinner  to  relinquish  sinful  habits,  temporal 
wealth,  honours,  pleasures,  and  friends,  to  give  Christ  the  first 
place  in  the  heart,  not  for  a  season  only,  but  for  ever.  The  Lord 
has  proposed  the  terms  of  salvation,  and  it  does  not  belong -to  sinful 
men  to  propose  others,  on  which  they  will  submit.  Many  would, 
undoubtedly,  be  willing  to  give  up  tbeir  earthly  goods  and  enjoy¬ 
ments  for  a  time,  on  condition  they  should  then  be  restored  to  tbeir 
embrace.  They  would  be  willing  to  perform  the  most  rigid  duties 
of  religion  and  self-denial  for  a  while,  if  they  might,  thereby,  se¬ 
cure  pardon .  and  salvation,  and  then  be  released  from  tbeir  task. 
But  those  who  part  with  their  sins — the  idols  of  the  heart  in  this 
way,  are  evidently  .selfish  in  tbeir  surrender  and  service.  Tbeir 
own  interest  and  pleasure  are  consulted  and  sought  before  the  will 
and  glory  of  God.  In  this  way,  they  appear  as  a  party  contending 
with  their  Maker  for  a  privilege,  when,'  in  fact,  they  should  humbly 
leave  it  with  him  to  give,  or  deprive  them  of  their  blessings. 

.  9.  Even  all  that  has  now  been  presented,  should  not  be  done  for 
the  express  purpose  of  purchasing  salvation,  as  one  man  purchases 
an  article  of  another  for  a  sum  of  money. 

This  would  be  denying  the  need  of  a  Saviour,  and  would  rob  him 
of  the  glory  which  is  bis  due.  Salvation,  as  represented  in  the 
scriptures,  is  a  free  gift  to  the  ill -deserving,  and  the  sacrifices  and 
duties,  which  have  been  spoken  of,  are  no  more  than  what  they  owe 
to  God,  as  a  reasonable  service,  and  the  expression  of  supreme  at¬ 
tachment.  Redemption  is  without  money  and  without  price,  to 
them  who  will  receive  it  in  the  proper  way ;  and  ”  whosoever 
will,  let  him  take  the  waters  of  life  freely.”  If  the  different  steps 
by  which  we  have  advanced,  be  properly  considered  and  applied,, 
they  will  bring  us  to  the  very  point  whiuh  our  Saviour  and  the  apos¬ 
tles  proposed  for  salvation,  which  is, 

Finally,  Faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  an  unconditional  and. im¬ 
plicit  reliance  on  bis  merits  and  mercy.  Here  every  false  refuge  is 
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•wept  away,  and  every  delusive  hope  immediately  expires.  When 
the  sinner  is  driven  from  all  bis  places  of  imaginary  safety  ;  when 
every  prospect  of  purchasing,  oi*  meriting  salvation  by  his  own  ex¬ 
ertions  is  cct  off,  be  is  truly  shot  op  unto  the  faith.”  Then 
there  is  no  hope  except  in  the  grace  of  Gud,  through  a  crucihed 
Redeemer ;  and  this  is  the  only  and  proper  ground  of  hope  and 
confidence.  Neither  is  evangelical  faith  a  bare  assent  of  the  un¬ 
derstanding,  an  historical  or.  speculative  belief  that  a  Saviour  is 
provided.  It  is  an  entire  trust  in  him  for  the  pardon  and  redemp¬ 
tion  of  the  soul.  The  devils  are  said  to  believe,  but  not  in  a  saving 
manner.  Neither  ..is  a  reliance  upon  any  scheme  of  doctrine, 
which  we  imagine  will  ultimately  secure  us,  a  trust  in  the  mercy 
of  Christ.  If  a  man  were  to  forsake  all  sinful  practices,  and  ob¬ 
serve  the  form  of  religion  ;  if  ..he  s^iQuId  give  his  goods  to  feed  the 
poor  ;  should  relinquish  the  honours  and  gratifications  of  the  world, 
and  even  part  with  bis  nearest  friends. and  his  own  life,  thinking  to 
merit  the  favour  of  God  thereby,  he  would  come  short  of  the  re¬ 
quisitions  of  the  gospel  faith,  or  trust  in  Christ.  But  we  would 
not  have  it  understood  that  we  are  establishing  faith  as  sufficient 
without  works. 

.  Far  be  it  from  me  to  suppose  that  anv  belief  can  be  saving,  if  it 
do  not  bring  forth  the  fruits  of  righteousness.  No  other  can  be 
that  which  is  the  substance  of  things  hoped  for*,  and  the  evidence 
of  things  not  seen.”  Therefore,  evangelical  faith  works  by  love, 
purifies  the  heart,  and  overcomes  the  world  ;  and  while  it  implies  a 
humble  repentance  for  sin,  as  committed  against  a  holy  God,  a  trust 
in  bis  mercy,  and  a  supreme  attachment  to  him  and  his  cause,  it 
supposes  a  disposition  and  exertion  to  obey  all  his  commands.  As 
the  genuine  fruits,  it  supposes  a  compliance  with  all  the  particulars 
pointed  out  in  this-snbject,  together  with  active  service,  or  strong 
desires  to  promote’ the  glory  of  God,  the  present  happiness  and  fu¬ 
ture  welfare  of  mankind. 

In  applying  what  has  been  said  for  our  spiritual  benefit,  it  is  im¬ 
portant  that  each  individual  should  be  honest  and  faithful  to  his  own 
soul.  He  should  act, as  in  the  presence  of  God,  and  for  a  future 
state  of  retribution. 

Perhaps  many  have  never  made  the  inquiry,  “  What  shall  I  do 
to  be  saved  ?”  with  a  sincere  intention  of  complying  with  the  direc¬ 
tion  when  given.  W^ith  such,  the  answer  presented  in  our  subject, 
will  not  be  likely  to  receive  a  cordial  welcome,  even  if  it  should 
receive  any  attention.  The  expense  of  salvation,  (if  it  may  be  so 
called,)  is  too  great  for  their  present  inclinations  to  defray,  although 
it  is  without  money  and  without  price.  The  labour  and  self-denial 
are  too  great  for  their  natural  feelings  to  undertake,  although 
Christ’s  yoke  is  easy  and  his  buiden  light.  The  way  of  wisdom  is 
too  strait  and  narrow  for  them  to  pursue,  although  it  is  pleasantness, 
and  all  her  paths  peace. 

But  it  may  be,  there  are  others  who  make,  or  have  made  the  in¬ 
quiry,  with  honest  intentions  to  do  what  is  required,  though  it  should 
be  found,  in  some  respects,, contrary  to  their  present  views  and  ex- 
pectatioQS.  Let  such  consider  the  subject  well,  and  see  whether. 
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their  resolutioos  fail  them  when  brought  to  the  test  Sit  down  and 
count  up  the  cost  with  impartiality  and  faithfulness,  and  then  say, 
whether  you  are  ready  to  sacrifice  all,  which  this  world  calls  dear, 
or  to  meet  the  expense  of  an  interest  in  Christ.  If  not,  be  no 
longer  deceived  with  a  hope  of  religion  and  happiness,  when  there 
is  no  ground  for  it.  Possibly,  numbers  may  pause  and  hesitate  whe* 
tber  to  embrace  the  gospel  at  present,  when  they  are  told  that  a 
true  belief  in  the  Lord  Jesus  necessarily  implies  all  the  particular 
duties  and  scriptures  that  have  heen'mentioned.  But  I  apprehend 
the  word  of  Cod  and  the  experience  of  Christians  will  testify  that 
neither  can  be  wanting  without  a  radical  defect.  All  are  necessary 
for  that  faith  which  sustains  the  soul,  and  has  a  sure  hold  on  eternal 
life.  It  is  evident  that  Jesus  should  have  the  first  place  in  the  af¬ 
fections — no  rival  is  to  be  admitted.  Then  it  is  equally  evident 
that  every  idol  should  be  deposed  from  the  throne  of  the  heart,  as 
the  corresponding  fruits,  or  a  preparatory  step.  The  world  with 
its  riches,  honours,  pleasures,  and  friends,  is  to  be  relinquished, 
and  even  life  is  not  to  be  accounted  dear  to  ourselves  if  so  be  we 
may  win  Christ.  - 

Then  it  is  time  for  the  inquirer  to  decide  whether  he  be  ready  to 
meet  the  claims  of  the  Saviour,  and  comply  with  the  terms  of  sal¬ 
vation.  Deal  truly  with  my  Master,  and  be  honest  to  your  own  souls. 

To  reject  Christ,  for  the  sake  of  retaining  the  world  for  the 
gratification  of  pride  and  self,  is  despising  the  richest  mercy  of 
God;  It  is  slighting  the  invitation  of  the  King  of  Heaven,  disre¬ 
garding  his  authority,  and  contracting  a  weight  of  guilt  which  must 
sink  the  soul  into  the  miseries  of  hell  for  ever.  But  to  relinquish 
all,  for  an  interest  in  the  Saviour’s  blood,  is  to  forsake  the  pleasures 
of  the  world  for  the  enjoyments  of  heaven ;  the  honours  and  dis¬ 
tinctions  of  men,  to  be  honoured  as  the  sons  of  God,  and  the  heirs 
of  eternal  glory.  To  disclaim  our  own  merits,  is  to  be  clothed 
upon  with  the  righteousness  of  Jesus ;  and  to  depend,  in  humble 
poverty,  on  divine  grace,  is  to  receive  an  hundred  fold  in  this 
world,  and  in  the  world  to  come  everlasting  life'. 

“  l(  thou  art  wise,  thou  shalt  be  wise  for  thyself ;  but  if  thou 
scornest,  thou  alone  shall  bear  it.”  ' 

S..S. 


PARABLE  OF  THE  TARES  AND  THE  WHEAT.  NO.  IV. 

*  I 

F rom  the  view  which  has  been  given  in  preceding  numbers^  of 
this  parable,  the  following  remarks  may  be  made  : — 

1.  Since  >t  IS  by  the  special  permission  of  God,  that  the  wicked 
are  allowed  to  live  among  the  righteous,  in  the  present  world,  no 
conclusion  can  be  drawn  from  this  fact  in  favour  of  their  happiness 
in  the  wbrld  to  come.  Those,  then,  who  imagine  that  they  shall 
always  enjoy  the  favour  of  God,  and  be  happy  under  his  govern¬ 
ment,  because  they  are  at  present  allowed  to  live  in  comfortable 
circumstances,  must  be  greatly  deluded.  It  is  probable  that  those. 
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geaerally,  who  reject  the  holy  scriptures  as  a  revelation  from  God, 
build  their  hope  of  future  happiness,  if  they  ahould  happen  to  havi  a 
future  existence,  upon  this  sandy  foundation.  And  there  is  much 
reason  to  apprehend,  that  many  others  take  encouragement  on  the 
same  ground.  God  has  given  them  existence.  He  has  long  sup* 
ported  them  in  life.  He  has  bestowdd  on  them  many  favours.  He 
is  still  doing  them  good ;  and  therefore,  they  believe  he  will  make 
them  happy  for  ever.  But  can  there  be  any  foundation  for  such  a 
conclusion  ?  It  is  true,  indeed,  God  is  kind  to  the  evil  and  unthank¬ 
ful.  He  bears  long  with  them,  though  they  do  much  to  provoke  his 
displeasure.  But  is  it  safe  from  hence  to  draw  the  conclusion,  that 
he  will  always  bear  with  them  ?  Shall  they,  from  this,  take  en¬ 
couragement  to  adopt  the  inquiry.  Where  is  the  promise  of  his 
coming  ?  For  since  the  fathers  fell  asleep,  all  things  continue  as 
they  were  from  the  beginning  of  the  world.  The  parable  we  have 
reviewed,  teaches  us  that  such  a  conclusion  would  be  most  pre¬ 
sumptuous  and  foolish.  Should  a  stranger  conclude,  because  he 
saw  the  tares  and  the  wheat  growing  together,  from  spring  to  the 
time  of  harvest,  that  they  were  equally  tbd  objects  of  the  husband¬ 
man’s  care  and  favour,  and  would  still  continue  to  be  treated  alike, 
when  he  should  put  the  sickle  into  his  field,  we  see  that  his  conclu¬ 
sion  would  prove  false.  Were  the  tares  themselves  capable  of  rea¬ 
soning  on. the  subject,  and  should  they,  because  they  found  them¬ 
selves  growing  among  the  wheat,  and  for  a  considerable  •  time  ut¬ 
terly  unmolested,  draw  the  conclusion  in  their  own  favour,  that 
they  should  always  share  an  equal  portion  of  the  husbandman’s 
.  care  and  attention ;  we  see  they  would  eventually  be  sadly  disap¬ 
pointed.  He  has  said,  indeed,  “  Let  both  grow  together  until  the 
harvest but  then  he  has  already  determined,  in  the  time  of  har¬ 
vest,  to  direct  his  reapers  to  gather  them  together,  and  bind  them 
in  bundles  to  be  burned.  This  determination  he  will  carry  into 
effect,  and  the  tares  shall  be  suddenly  destroyed.  Just  so,  though 
the  wicked  live  among  the  righteous  for  the  present ;  yet  at  the 
end  of  the  world,  the  Son  of  man  will  send  forth  his  angels  to  ga¬ 
ther  out  of  bis  kingdom  all  things  which  offend,  and  them  which  do 
iniquity  ;  and  they  shall  be  cast  into  a  furnace  of  fire,  where  shall 
be  weeping  and  gnashing  of  teeth.  Those,  therefore,  who  imagine 
that  because  God  has  long  borne  with  them,  and  done  them  good, 
he  will  always  do  so,  must,  in  the  end,  meet  with  a  dreadful  disap¬ 
pointment.  The  Lord  is  not  slack  concerning  his  promise,  as  some 
men  count  slackness  ;  but  though  be  is  long-suffering,  be  will  final¬ 
ly  carry  all  his  threatenings  into  full  effect.  But,  perhaps,  some 
may  be  ready  to  ask,  why  does  God  bear  so  long  with  the  wicked, 
if  they  are  indeed  objects  of  bis  displeasure  ?  Why  does  he  not 
come  out  in  judgment,  and  execute  his  vengeance  upon  them  ?  Or 
if  they  are  given  into  the  bands  of  Christ,  that  he  may  break  them 
in  pieces  with  a  rod  of  iron,  why  does  he  not  execute  the  judg¬ 
ment  ?  Why  is  there  this  delay  ?  The  answer  to  such  inquiries  is 
to  be  found  in  the  parable.  The  servants  of  the  husbandman  ask¬ 
ed  him  whether  they  should  then  go  and  gather  up  the  tares,  while 
the  wheat  was  still  growing  in  the  field.  But  be  said  nay,  lest  while 
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ye  gather  up  the  tares,  ye  root  up  the  wheat  with  (hem.  There 
was  danger  if  they  attempted  to  take  out  the  tares,  that  they  would 
al!>o  destroy  some  of  the  wheat.  For  the  sake  of  the  wheat,  there* 
fore,  rather  than  any  regard  to  them,  the  tares  were  suffered  to 
grow  with  the  wheat  until  the  harvest.  Then  it  might  be  separat¬ 
ed  without  injury.  Just  so  tff  answer  his  holy  purposes,  with  re¬ 
spect  to  the  children  of  the  kingdom,”  the  Lord  Jesus  is  pleased 
to  hear  long  with  the  “  children  of  the  wicked  one.”  It  is  not 
from  any  affection  of  regard,  which  he  feels  towards  them,  as  they 
are  in  their  present  character,  but  from  an  affection  for  his  own 
people,  that  he  bears  with  the  wicked.  This  we  learn,  not  merely 
from  this  parable,  but  also  from  other  passages  of  divine  truth.  And 
especially  we  learn  it  from  God’s  answer  to  Abraham’s  expostula¬ 
tion  in  favour  of  Sodom  ;  in  which  Abraham  was  assured,  that  if 
only  ten  righteous  persons  could  be  found,  all  the  city  should  be 
spared  for  the  ten’s  sake. 

2.  '  Since  the  righteous  and  the  wicked  are  permitted  to  live  to¬ 
gether  in  the  same  societies,  and  churches,  and  families,  it  is  plain 
that  no.  man  is  warranted  to  believe  that  he  shall  be  finally  saved, 
because  he  is  favoured  with  great  advantages  with  respect  to  learn¬ 
ing  his  dutyl  This  is,  unquestionably,  a  source  of  delusion  to  many 
wicked  men.  They  have  been  favoured  with  a  religious  educa¬ 
tion  ;  they  have  had  pious  parents,  who  have  prayed  with  them  and 
for  them  ;  they  have  had  opportunity  to  hear  plain,  solemn,  and  in¬ 
structive  preaching  ;  and  since  God  has  been,  and  still  is  thus  kind 
to  them,  he  certainly  has  greater  mercy  in  store  ;  and  though  they 
yet,  ungratefully,  abuse  all  these  advantages,  he  will  finally  make 
them  effectual  to  their  conviction,  conversion,  and  salvation.  But 
what  security  have  they  for  this  ?  Does  the  fact,  that  God  has  so 
long  favoured  them  in  this  manner,  impose  on  him  an  obligation  to 
add  still  greater  blessings  ?  Have  they  not  long  and  ungratefully 
despised  the  riches  of  his  mercy  ?  And  do  they  expect  they  shall 
now  he  saved,  as  a  reward  for  their  ingratitude  ?  Having,  for  a 
long  time  by  their  own  conduct,  counted  themselves  unworthy  of 
everlasting  life,  do  they  now  expect  God.will  confer  it  on  them'as  a 
reward  for  the  contempt  which  they  have  cast  upon  his  rich  grace  ? 
Sorely,  this  must  be  dreadful  presumption.  On  what,  then,  do  they 
rest  their  hopes  ?  They  will  say  on  the  mercy  of  God.  And  true 
it  is,  that  the  mercy  of  God  is  great  onto  the  heavens,  as  they  them¬ 
selves  are  witness.  But  great  as  it  is,  it  affords  no  encouragement 
to  those  who  live  and  die  in  aq  ungrateful  rejection  of  offered  mer¬ 
cy.  They  have  long  rejected,  they  still  reject,  and  they  have  rea¬ 
son  to  fear  they  always  shall  reject  the  riches  of  divine  grace  in 
Jesus  Christ.  And  certainly,  thus  being  permitted  still  to  live,  and 
to  enjoy  means  of  instruction,  in  common  with  the  righteous,  fur¬ 
nishes  no  evidence  that  this  will  always  be  the  case.  On  the  other 
hand ,  it  furnishes  evidence  of  the  contrary,  inasmuch  as  their  con¬ 
tinuing  to  sin,  while  favoured  with  such  advantages,  rapidly  increas¬ 
es  their  guilt.  Both  may  still  "  grow  together  until  the  harvest 
but  in  the  time  of  harvest,  they  may  be  found  among  those  who  do 
i  iiquity,  and  be  cast  into  the  furnace  of  fire.  Then  will  they  have 
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occasion  (o  mourn  and  say,  how  hare  w'e  refused  instruction  and 
despised  reproof  t  The  harvest  is  past,  and  the  snmmer  is  ei?dedt 
and  we  are  not  saved. 

3.  The  outward  dispensations^of  divine  providence  towards  men; 
are- not  to  be  looked  at,  at  all,  as  a  source  of  yodgment,  what  are  the 
present  feelings  of  God,  or  what  may  be  his  dnal  determinations,  in 
respect  tn  individuals.  It  is  an  error  which  has  not  been  very' on* 
common  to  undertake  to  judge  of  the  characters  of  men,  and  the 
feelings  and  purposes  of  God  concerning  them,  from  the  present 
aspect  of  his  providential  dispensations  towards  them.  When  men 
have  prospered,  it  has  been  concluded  that  God  has  special  favonr 
for  them ; -and  when  they  are  afflicted,  it  has  been  concluded  that 
his  anger  burned  against  them  to  destroy  them.  Such  was  the  er» 
ror  of  the  three  friends  of  Job.  He  had  been  in  great  prosperity^ 
but  was  afterwards  plunged  deeply  Jnto  tbe  vale  of  adversity.— 4- 
Hence  they  concluded,  that,  notwithstanding  all  his  pretendiooe  to 
religion,  he  was  a  mere  hypocrite,  and  a  peculiarly  wicked  man. 
The  dis'ciples  of  our  Lord  appear  to  have  asked  the  question  con'« 
cerning.a  man  that  was  born  blind.  **  Who  did  sia,  this  inan,  or  his 
parents,  that  he  was  born  blind  ?”  under  the  influence  of  the  samO 
erroneous  opinion.  And  it  appears  to  have  been  one  object  of-  what 
Christ  :  said  to  bis  disciples,  concerning  those  Gallileans,  whose 
blood  Pilate  bad  mingled  with  their  sacrifices,  and  those  eighteen  on 
whom  the  tower  of  Siloam  fell  and  slew  them,  to  eradicate  this  er^ 
ror.  “  Suppose  ye  that  those  Gallileans  were  sinners  above  all 
men,  who  dwelt  at  Jerusalem  because  they  suffered  such  things  ?  T 
tell  you,  nay,  hilt  except  ye  repent,  ye  shall  all  likewise  perish.’* 
We  are  here  taught  not  to  conclude,  unfavourably,  respecting  tbe 
characters  and  final  state  of  men,  merely  from  the  present  aspect 
of  divine  providences.  And^  we  are  taught  the  same  thing  in  the 
parable.  Lei  both  grow  together  until  the  harvest.  But  if  the  tares 
and  the  wheat  thus  grow  together,  they,  doubtless,  will  experience 
vvery  similar  dispensations  of  divine  providence.  VVe  must,  there* 
fore,  be  rash  indeed,  to  consider  these  dispensations  as  an  index  to 
the  characters  of  men.  But  if  we  ^ould  learn  how  God  feels  to> 
wards  them,  and  what  his  determinations  are.  respecting  their  salva* 
tipn,  we  must  look  elsewhere.  As  already  retmirked,  if  a  stranger 
were  to  judge  of  the  feelings  of  the  husbandman  towards  the  tarex 
and  tbe  wheat,  merely. from  tbe  circumstance  of  their  "growing 
together,"  be  would  be  liable  to  form  a  most  erroneous  iudgment. 
If  be  would  know  tbe  truth  respecting  this  matter,  he  m  ist  consult 
the  husbandman  himself.  From  him  might  be  learned  his  real 
feelings  towards  these  plants  respectively.  Here,  also,  his  final  de> 
terminations  iuight  be  known. '  So  if  we  would  ascertain  the  feet> 
ings  of  God  towards  ourselves,  and  his  determinations  concerning 
'US,  provided  we  continue  of  Our  present  character,  we  must  ask 
counsel  at  his  month.  If  we  consult  the  revelation  of  his  will.  We 
shall  find  how  he  feels  towards  the  righteous,  and  how  towards  the 
wicked,  end  what  his  determinations  are  concerning  both,  l-n  or* 
der,  therefore,  to  ascertain  how  God  feels  towards  oiirseives,  wie 
have  only  to  asceriaia^what  are  our  characters  ;  that  is,  whether 
VoL.  II.  63 
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arc  children  of  God,  or  children  of  the  wicked  one.  And  thU 
loatt  be  accertained  by  comparing  the  exercises  of  our  hearts,  and 
the  actions  of  onr  lives,  with  the  standard  of  unerring  truth.  If 
we  have  the  spirit  of  Christ,  and  are  walking  in  bis  steps,  we  are 
children  of  the  kingdom,  whether  onr  external  circumstances  in 
life  are  prosperous  or  adverse  ;  God  is  our  portion,  and  we  shall 
finally  shine  forth  as  the  son  in  the  kingdom  of  our  Father.  But  if 
we  have  nothing  of  this  spirit,  but  are  still  living  in  impenitence 
and  unbelief,  we  are  indeed  children  of  the  wicked  one;  the  wrath 
of  God  abideth  on  us  j  and,  however  we  may  prosper  in  the  world, 
increase  in  riches,  and  fare  sumptuously  every  day,  except  we  re> 
pent  and  turn  to  tbe  Lord,  when  the  Son  of  man  shall  send  forth 
his  angels  to  gather  out  of  his  kingdom  them  that  do  iniquity,  we 
shall  be  found  of  the  unhappy  number,  and  be  cast  into  a  furnace  of 
fire,  where  is  weeping  and  gnashing  of  teeth.  • 

4.  From  the  tenor  of  this  parable,  we  learn  that  tbe  doctrine, 
.which  promises  life  to  tbe  wicked  in  a  future  world,  in  whatever 
ibrin  it  has  assumed  or  can  assume,  is  certainly  false.  If  this  para> 
Me,  with  the'  explanation  which  Jesus  Christ  has  given  it,  were 
tbe  only  portion  of  divine  troth  in  which  the  final  destruction  of 
the  wicked  is  asserted,  this  is  sufficiently  explicit  to  be  decisive. 
When  the  householder  bad  told  his  servants,  that  at  the  time  of 
harvest  be  would  give  directions  to  gather  the  tares  together  in 
bandies  to  born  them,  could  any  one  of  these  servants,  who  was 
favoured  with  tbe  gift  of  common  sense,  be  so  stupid  as  to  imagine 
that  be  did  not  mean  to  destroy  them  ?  Could  he  have  been  so  sto« 
pid  as  to  consider,  this  a  declaration,  that  tbe  tares,  themselves, 
should  be  gathered  with  the  wheat  into  his  barn  ?  Or  that,  not¬ 
withstanding  this  threatening,  he  would,  after  all,  treat  them  as  he 
did  the  wheat  ?  Or  could  it  be  imagined  that  the  tares,  by  passing 
through  the  fire,  would  be  transformed  into  wheat,  and  then  be  ga> 
tbered  into  tbe  husbandman’s  barn  ?  But,  says  our  Lord,  the 
tares  are  the'  children  of  tbe  wicked  one.  As,  therefore,  the  tares 
‘Ore  gathered  together  and  burnt  in  the  fire,  so  shall  it  be  in  the  end 
of  tbe  world.  The  Son  of  man  shall  send  his  angels  and  gather 
out  of  his  kingdom  all  things  that  offend,  and  them  that  do  iniquity, 
and  shall  cast  them  into  a  furnace  of  fire.”  Now  is  there  ahy  more 
reason  to  believe,  notwithstanding  this  assurance,  that  those  v^ho 
do  iniquity  shall  be  gathered  with  the  children  of  God  into  the 
kingdom  of  their  Father,  than  there  is  to  believe  the  husbandman 
would  gather  the  tares  into  his  barn  among  the  wheat  ?  Y  et,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  opinion  of  some,  when  a  wicked  roan  dies,  be  passes 
directly  into  glory.  According  to  this  scheme,  the  inhabitants  of 
the  old  world  were  wafted,  by  the  flood,  to  mansions  of  eternal 
rest.  Tbe  inhabitants  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  made  their  escape 
from  the  burning  plain,  and  arrived  with  speed  and  safety  at  the 
New  Jerusalem.  Korah  and  his  company  of  rebels  were,  also, 
divinely  conducted  up  to  heaven.  And  Judas  departed  and  hanged 
-himself,  and  the  next  thing  be  knew,  he  was  in  Paradise- — arrived 
there  even  before  bis  Lord,  whom  he  ■  betrayed.  If  it  is  certain 
that  the  husbandman  places  as  high  value  oa  tares  as  be  does  on 
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wb«aty  tbra  may  this  doctrioe  be  true.  Or  is  there  aoy  more  ree*' 
son  to  believe  that  the  flames  of  bell  will  purify  the  hearts  of  sio* 
ners,  and  transform  them  into  the  hands  of  God,  than  that  the  firOi 
into  which  tares  are  east,  will  transform  them  into  wheat  ?  Or,  is 
there  reason  to  believe,  that  this  is  the  object  of  casting  one  into 
the  fire  any  more  than  the  other  ?  If  not,  then  the  scheme  of 
those,  who  imagine  that  sinners  will  be  saved,  after  they  have  been 
awhile  in  torment,  must  fall  to  the  ground.  Indeed,  it  must  be  oh* 
vious,  that,  according  to  the  representation  of  our  Lord,  the  final 
destruction  of  the  ungodly  is  as  certain  and  complete  as  the  de¬ 
struction  of  tares  when  cast  into  the  fire.  If,  then,  any  depend¬ 
ence  may  be  placed  on  this  representation  of  Christ,  it  most  prove 
that  all  such  schemes  are  false. 

5.'  In  the  Jay  of  judgment,  men  will  be  treated  by  Christ  very 
differently  from  what  they  are  now  treated  by  each  other,  in  respect 
to  honour  and  dishonour.  Great  distinctions  are  made  amongst 
men.  Some  are  esteemed  very -honourable,  some  less  honourable^ 
and  some  are  despised.  In  the  day  of  judgment,  also,  there  will 
he  distinctions.  '  ^ne  will  be  honourable  and  glorious,  and  some 
will  be  despised^  ^ftt  honour,  then,. will  not  be  always  conferred 
on  the  same  persons  who .  are  now  had  in  honour ;  nor  will  the 
same  persons,  in  all  instances,  be  despised.  At  present,  if  a  man 
is  rich,  has  had  a  decent  education,  and  knows  how  to  salute  hit 
neighbour  with' gracefulness,  he  is  had  in  honour,  whatever  may  be 
his  moral  character.  Yes,  be  is  honoured  among  fashionable  men, 
even  though  oaths,  curses,  and  blasphemies,  dwell  almost  inces¬ 
santly  on  bis  tongue  ;  -  though  his  coffers  are  filled  with  the  spoils  of 
oppression  and  fraud ;  and  even  though  his  hand  may  be  stained 
with  a  neighbour’s  blood,  shed  in  honourable  murder!!  Such 
men  may  occupy  seats  of  power,  and  be  held. in  high  estimation  by 
the  world  ;  while  the  man  who  pines  in  poverty,  and  whose  educa¬ 
tion  has  been  vulgar  ;  though  his  heart  may  be. warm  with  love  to 
God  and  his  fellow-men  ;  though  he  may  walk  in  the  commandments 
and  ordinances  of  the  Lord  blameless  ;  this  man  is,  by  the  world, 
despised.  But  the  day  of  judgment  will  reverse  all  this.  The  in¬ 
quiries  will  not  then  be,  who  has  been  rich  and  who  poor  ?  who  has 
been  polite  and  who  vulgar  ?  who  has  been  learned  and  who'igno- 
rant  ?  but,  who  are  children  of  the  kingdom,  and  who  are  children 
of  the  wicked  one  ?  Then  the  poor,  despised  follower  of  Christ, 
shall  be  had  in  everlasting  honour,  and  shine  forth  as  the  son  in  the 
kingdom  of  his  Father  ;  while  the  proud  and  highly  honoured 
children  of  wickedness  shall  sink-  in  shame  and  everlasting  con¬ 
tempt.  Nor  wjll  there  be  any  distinction  amongst  the  wicked,  ex¬ 
cepting  that  the  most  wicked  will  have  the  lowest  place  in  torment. 
Then  the  rich  and  poor,  the  honourable  and  despised,  who  die 
enemies  to  God,  meet  on  equal  ground,  and  dwell  together  forever; 
The  most  honoured  sinner  must  take  up  his  eternal  abode  with  sin¬ 
ners  of  meaner  grade,  and  even  with  those  who,  while  on  earth, 
they  would  have  scorned  to  have  set  with  the  dogs  of  their  flocks. 

6.  How  important,  then,  it  must  be  to  every  one  to  becojue  a 
child  of  the  kingdom  !  Reader,  is  this  your  -character  ?  Should 
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Sen  of  iDao(4hU  day,  tend  forth  bis  angels  to' make  the'iepari* 
tiop  between  t^e  righteous  and  the  wfcked,  where  would  you  be 
^fpund  ?  Could  you  hope  to  shine  forth  as  the  son  in  the  kingdom  of 
your  Father?  Or  would  you  certainly  be  cast  into  the  furnace  of 
fire,  where  is  weeping  and  gnashing  of  teeth  ?  ' 

H.  W. 


roa  THE  EVANGELIST. 

ON  DOING  RIGHT  WITHOUT  A  GOOD  HEART.  . 

/  - 

NO.  I. 

A  .  •  • 

'  .-Od  the  approbation  and  favour  of  God.  the  final  happiness  of  man 
pinst  entirely  depend.  However  lightly  his  approbation  or  disap* 
probation  may  be  regarded  at  present,  the  time  will  certainly  arrive, 
when  conviction’must  be  produced  in  every  mi^,  that. bis-  smile  is 
heaven,  and  his  frown  is  hell.  When  the  Man  shall  come 

in  his  glory,  and  all  the  holy  angels  with  him ;  when  he  shall  sit 
upon  his  throne  of  glory,  and  before  him  shall  be  gathered  all  na¬ 
tions,  and  be  shall  separate  them  one  from  another,  as  a  shepherd 
divideth  his  sheep  from  the  goats,  setting  some  on  his  right  hand, 
and  others  on  his  left;  and  when  he  shall  say  to  those  on  bis  right 
hand.  Come  ye  blessed  of  my  Father,  inherit  the  kingdom  prepar¬ 
ed  for  you  from  the  foundation  of  the  world  ;  and  to  those  on  hie 
left  hand  ;  Depart  ye'cursed  into  everlasting  fire  prepared  for  the 
devil  and  his  angels;  in  that  solemn,  and  decisive  day,  it  will  no 
longer  be  thought  a  question  of  trifling  concern,  whether  we  have 
secured  an  interest  in  the  divine  favour,  or  not,  and  are,  or  are  not 
counted  worthy  to  stand  before  the  Son  ol  Man.  And  it  should 
now  be  remembered,  that  the  decisions  of  that  day  will  be  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  estimation,  in  which  God  holds  men  at  the  time  they 
leave  the  world,  and  that  his  estimation  will  be  according  to  the 
character,  which  they  have  here  formed.  Those  who  read  the 
Scriptures,  must  have  observed,  that  a  line  of  distinction  is  con¬ 
stantly  drawn  between  men,  so  that  they  are  placed  in  two  distinct 
classes.  In  one  class  are  those  whom  God  approves  ;  and  in  the 
other,  those  whom  he  disapproves.  '  And  when  any  individual  is 
exhibited  as  having  belonged  to  either  of  these  classes,  we  are  au¬ 
thorized  to  believe,  that  unless  he  afterwards  became  the  subject 
of  an  essential  change,  before  leaving  the  world,  he  will  appear  in 
the  same  class,  in  the  day  of  judgment.  This  line  of  distinction  is 
reniarkably  kept  op,  in  the  history  which  is  given  us  of  the  kings 
of  Judah.  The  character  of  these  kings  is  generally  very  briefly, 
but  very  distinctly  marked.  When  a  good  king  is  subject  of  sa¬ 
cred  record,  it  is  usually  said  of  him.  He  di4  that  which  was  right 
in  the  sight  of  the  Lord.  But  when  a  wicked  king  is  brought  into 
view,  it  is  usually  said  of  him.  He  did  that  which  was  evil,  or  he 
ad  not  that  which  was  right,  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord.  Usually, 
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ifideed,  some  farther  account  is  given,  of  what  was  actually  done, 
which  was  right,  or  which  was  evil,  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord. 
Without  this,  however,  the  character  would  still  be  distinctly 
marked,  so  that  we  should  have  no-  occasion  to  doubts  bow  these 
persons  were  respectively  estimated  by  him,  whose  favour  is  life, 
and  whose  loving  kindness  is  better  than  life.  ' 

But  there  is  one  of  the  kings  of  Judah,  concerning  whose  char^ 
acter,  a  declaration  is  made,  which  is  somewhat  peculiar,  and  in  the 
minds  of  some  may  render  it  difiQcult  to  determine  in  what  class  he 
ought  to  be  placed.  Of  Amaziah  it  is  said,  He  did  that  -which  was 
right  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord ;  but  not  with  a  -perfect  heart.  In  the 
first  part  of  this  account,  we  are  assured,  that  he  did  that  which 
was,  in  some  sense,  right  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  ;  and  if  nothing 
more  were  said  concerning  him,  we  probably  should  not  hesitate 
to  number  him  among  the  friends  of  God.  But  the  latter  clause 
of  the  declaration  was  evidently  designed  to  mark  an  important,  if 
not  indeed  an  essential  defect  in  bis  character.  It  certainly  teach* 
es  os,  that  though  be  did  what  was  in  some  sense  right,  even  in  the 
sight  of  the  Lord,  yet  bis  heart  was  not  suitably  engaged  in  bis 
service.  As.  such  was  the  character  of  Amaziah,  such  ma-y  be, 
and  probably  is  the  character  ot  many  others.  Like  this  king  of 
Judah,  they  do  that,  which  in  some 'sense  is  right  in  the  sight  of  the 
Lord,  but  it  is  not  with  a  perfect  heart.  And  such  persons  are 
doubtless  in  great  danger  of  judging  too  favourably  of  their  own 
character;  more  so  than  God  judges.  It  is  hence  manifestly  im¬ 
portant,  that  we  form  a  just  estimate  of  such  characters,  and  be 
able  to  determine  correctly  to  which  of  the  two  great  divisions  of 
mankind  they  belong,  and  where,  if  they  continue  of  this  charac¬ 
ter,  they  must  appear  in  the  day,  when  they  stand  before  the  bar 
of  God,  to  receive  the  irreversible  retributions  of  eternity.  Ac- 
cordingly,  our  principal  topics  of  inquiry,  in  this  paper  will  be, 
what  is  intended  by  the  phrase,  perfect  heart ;  when  may  men  be 
said  to  do  that  which  is  right,  but  not  with  a  perfect  hea'rt; 
and  what  is  the  real  character  of  such  persons  in  the  view  of  God  ? 

To  ascertain  the  meaning  of  the  phrase,  perfect  heart,  three  things 
should  be  distinctly  noticed. 

1.  The  expression, ‘‘not  with  a  perfect  heart,”  was  obviously 
designed  to  mark  an  important  difference  between  the  character  of 
Amaziah,  and  the  character  of  others,  of  whom  it  had  been  said, 
that  they  did  that  which  was  right  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord.  It  is 
recorded  of  almost  all  those  kings  of  Israel,  and  Judah,- who  were 
characterized  as  good  men,  in  so  many  words,  that  they  did  that 
which  was  right  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  ;  and  without  any  addition, 
which  should  excite  suspicion,  that  they  did  not,  on  the  whole, 
truly  approve  themselves  in  his  all-seeing  eye.  It  is  said  of  David, 
'and  of  Asa,’  and  of  Jehosaphat,  and  of  Uzziah,  and  of  Jothanii, 
and  of  Hezekiab,  and  of  Josiah,  respectively,  that  they  did  that 
which  was  right  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  without  any  intimation, 
that  it  was  not  with  a  perfect  heart.  The  clause  therefore,  “  but 
not  with  a  perfect  heart,”  applied  to  Amaziah,  must  certainly  hare 
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been  designed  to  teach,  that  in  this  respect,  he  was  very  different* 
from  other}*,  who  were  truly  good  men.  t  . 

2.  When  we  recur  to  the  Scriptures  we  6nd  abundant  evidence, 
that  absolutei  sinless  perft^ction,  does  not  since  the  apostacy,  belong 
to  any  mere  man.  When  we  examine  the  characters  of  even  the 
best  saints,  of  whom  particular  account  is  given  in  the  Scriptures,^ 
we  find  them  all  charged  with  more  or  less  wickedness  ;  and  such 
intimations  are  given,  as  have  no  room  to  doubt,  that  others  of 
whom  no  such  particular  account  is  given,  were  also  chargeable, 
with  some  sins.  Indeed,  it  is  expressly  declared,  that  there  is  not’ 
a  just  man  upon  earlh,  who  liveth  and  sinneth  not: — That  in  many - 
things  we  offend  all : — And  that  if  we  say  we  have  no  sin,  we  de¬ 
ceive  ourselves,  and  the  truth  is  not  in  us.  Hence  if  w'e  should 
understand  a  “  perfect  heart”  as  intending  one  absolutely  free  from 
sin,  the  declaration  concerning  Amaziah  could  not  mark  any  dis¬ 
tinction  between  his  character,  and  that  of  the  best  saint  who  ever 
lived.  Supposing  this  to  be  the  meaning,  it  might  as  pertinently 
have  been  said  of  Abraham,  Moses  or  David,  as  of  Amaziah  :  be 
did  that  which  was  right  in  fhe  sight  of  the  Lord,  but  not  with  a 
perfect  heart.  Hence,  as  this  declaration  was  evidently  designed 
to  mark  a  difference  between  him,  and  some  really  good  men,  we 
may  safely  conclude,  that  an  heart  absolutely  perfect,  is  not  what 
was  especially  intended. 

3.  Though  the  best  saints  are  described,  as  falling  very  far  short 
of  absolute  perfection,  yet  the  people  of  God  are  spoken  of  as  per-^i 
feet,  and  as  ha\  ing^ perfect  hearts.  Of  Noah,  it  is  said,  he  was  perfect 
in  hi’*  generation.  Job  is  called  a  perfect,  an<l  upright  man.  And. 
of  Asa  it  is  sai  l,that  his  heart  was  perfecl  all  his  days.  Said  holy 
David^  I  will  behave  myself  wisely  in  a  perfect  way  :  I  will  walk 
within  my  hou^e  with  a  perfect  heart.  And  Hezekiah  addressing 
himself  to  God  in  a  solemn  prayer,  said,  Thou  knowest,  O  Lord,> 
how  1  have  walked  before  thee,  in  truth,  and  with  a  perfect  heart. 
Yet  in  the  history  of  all  these  persons,  as  in  the  history  of  other 
saints,  we  find  something  which  affords  sufficient  evidence,  that  they 
were  sanctified  but  in  part,  and  remained  still  the  subjects  of  some 
sinful  imperfection.  To  absolute  perfection  not  one  of  them  had 
attained.  When  they  are  spoken  of  as  perfect,  or  as  having  per¬ 
fect  hearts,  therefore,  something  different  from  absolute  sinless 
perfection  is  intended.  What  then  can  be  intended,  but  that  they 
were  subjects  of  that  change  of  heart,  which  constituted  them  new 
creatures  ; — that  they  had  become  possessed  of  that  real  holiness, 
cf  heart,  with  which  salvation  is  connected,  and  without  which  no 
man  shall  see  the  Lord  ^  They  were  possessed  of  graces  which 
were  perfect  in  kind  ;  though  in  them  they  were  not  perfect  in  de¬ 
gree.  The  love  of  God  was  shed  abroad  in  their  hearts  ;  they 
were  clothed  with  humility  ;  and  they  had  put  on  the  ornament  of 
a  meek  and  quiet  spirit,  which  is  in  the  sight  of  God  of  great  price. 
Said  the  Psalmist,  Mark  the  perfect  man,  and  behold  the  upright ; 
for  the  end  of  that  man  is  peace.  But  the  same  peaceful  end  is 
secured  to  all,  who  love  the  Lord  God,  and  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
in  sincerity  ;  to  all  who  are  truly  reconciled  to  God,  and  wherein* 
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brnee  Jetut  Cbiist  rs  their  savioqr.  Hence/  certainty  all  euch 
persona  may  be  considered  as  perfect  and  upright,  in  the  sense  of 
the  Psalmist.  We  may  therefore  safely  conclude,  that  the  phrase 
**  perfect  heart,**  docs  not  mean  sinless  perfection;  but  rather,  a 
heart  truly,  and  sincerely  devoted  to  God  ;  a  heart  truly  warm¬ 
ed  with  love  to  the  divine  character  and  government ;  and  which 
it  sincerely  disposed  from  a  principle  of  love,  to  yield  obedience 
to  the  commandments  of  the  Lord.  It  is  an  heart  which  delights  in 
the  law  of  the  Lord,  and  in  the  holy  service,  which  God  requires  ; 
-—an  heart,  in  short,  which  is  disposed  to  obedience,  not  from  mer¬ 
cenary,  or  selfish  principles,  but  from  real  love  to  God,  and  beiiev* 
olence  to  men.  Such,  it  is  apprehended,  is  the  heart,  of  which 
Amaziah  is  represented  as  being  destitute  ;  and  for  want  of  which, 
though  he  did  that  which  was  right  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  it  is 
declared,  he  did  it  not  with  a  perfect  heart. 

But  when  may  it  be  said,  that  men  do  that  which  is  right  in  ths 
sight  of  the  Lord,  but  not  with  a  perfect  heart. 

The  Scriptures  make  so  much  account  of  the  heart  in  all  obe¬ 
dience  to  God  ; — they  insist  so  much  on  love  ;  on  uprightness  ;  on 
holy  sincerity,  as  essential  to  all  that  obedience,  which  is  truly  ac¬ 
ceptable  to  God,  and  which  goes  to  form  that  character,  which  is 
npproved  in  bis  sight,  that  to  some  it  may  appear  difficult  to  con* 
ceive,  how  any  thing  c^n  be  right  in  his  sight,  where  the  heart  is 
not  perfect  with  him.  And  it  is  certainly  true,  that  some  things 
which  God  requires  cannot  be  done,  but  with  an  holy  heart ;  a 
heart,  which  in* the  sense  already  explained,  is  perfect.  For  ex- 
.ample,  God  requires  men  to  love  him,  with  all  the  heart,  and  with 
all  the  soul,  and  with  all  their  strength  ;  and  to  love  their  neigh¬ 
bour  as  themselves.  He  requires  them  to  he  in  heart  submissive 
to  bis  holy  will.  He  requires  them  to  repent  pf  all  sin*,  and  to  be¬ 
lieve  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  He  requires  them  from  the  heart 
to  forgive  every  one  his  brother  their  trespasses.  And  it  is  obvi¬ 
ous,  that  with  respect  to  these  ♦hings,  it  cannot  be  truly  said  of  any 
man,  that  he  does  that  which  is  right  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  in 
any  sense,  unless  his  heart  is  right.  Because  in  all  these  cases, 
the  only  thing  which  is  right  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  necessarily 
involves  such  an  heart. 

But  there  are  other  requirements,  and  prohibitions  of  the  divine 
law,  which  respect  the  outward  conduct  of  men,  as  well  as  the 
temper  of  their  heart,  and  so  far  as  the  outward  conduct  is  con¬ 
cerned,  what  is  required  may  be  performed,  and  what  is  forbidden 
may  be  avoided,  whether  the  heart  is  right  in  the  sight  of  God,  or 
not*  And  to  do  what  is  required,  and  to  avoid  what  is  forbidden, 
is'  to  do  that  which  in  some  sense  is  right,  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord* 
•What  is  done  in  such  cases,  is  what  good  men  under  the  influence 
of  boly  affection  would  do;  and  what  is  refrained  from  is  that,  from 
which  good  men  under  the  influence  of  holy  affection  would  re- 
frain»  Good  men,  by  conforming  to  the  precept^  of  God  from  the 
heart,  do  that  which  is  truly  right  in  his  sight.  Wicked  men,,  how¬ 
ever,  as  far  as  it  respects  the  outward  act,  may  exactly  imitate  their 
example  ;  and  ^in  doing  so,  they  also  do  that,  which,  as  to  the  ex- 
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ternal  act,  hi  right  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord.  Doubtless  the  onjoat 
judge  did  that  which  was  right,  when  he  avenged  the  poor  widow, 
becanse  he  was  afraid  she  would  weary  him  with  her  importunity, 
while  at  heart,  he  neither  “  feared  God,  nor  I'egarded  roan.”  If 
we  were  acquainted  with  a  man,  outwardly  conformed  to  the  pre¬ 
cepts  of  the  ditioe  law,  we  should  certainly  consider  him,  as  doing 
that  which  is  right  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord.  But  if  God  should  ' 
reveal  to  us,  that  in  all  this,  he  had  no  love  to  him,  nor  regard  to 
the  happiness  of  others  ;  that  like  the  unjust  judge,  he  was  actua^ 
ted  by  motives  merely  selfish,  neither  fearing  God,  nor  regarding 
man,  we  should  at  once  perceive,  that  all  be  did  which  was  rights 
was  indeed  done  without  a  perfect  heart. 

,  It  should  be  carefully  observed,  however,  that  when  a  man  is 
spoken  of,  as  doing  that  which  is  right  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  it 
seems  obviously  to  imply,  that  such  is  the  general  tenor  of  bis  con¬ 
duct.'  A  few  insulated  acts  of  external  conformity  to  divine  re¬ 
quirements,  are  not  enough  to  establish  a  general  character,  in¬ 
deed,  every  man,  even  the  most  wicked,  does  some  things,  which  in 
themsejves  considered,  are  right.  But  it  would  be  highly  improp- 
eri  to  characterize  such  an  one  as  Amaziah  is  characterized.  No 
doubt,  those  kings  of  Judah,  who  are  said  to  have  done  evil  in  the 
sight  of  the  Lord,  did  some  things,  that  were  right.  But  even 
their  outward  conduct,  taken  together,  was  such  as  to  give  them  an 
evil  character.  Whereas,  he  who  does  that  which  is  right  in  the 
sight  of  the  Lord,  though  it  is  not  with  a  perfect  heart,  does  so, 
with  such  uniformity,  and  to  such  a  degree,  that  outwardly  it  is  his 
iharacter,  that  he  does  right.  Such  was  the  case  with  Amaziah. 
He  began  his  reign  well,  assuming  a  very  fair  and  promising  ap¬ 
pearance.  In  his  time,  open  idolatry  was  a  very  prevailing  wick¬ 
edness,  even  among  the  children  of  Israel.  Notwithstanding  all 
that  God'had  done  for  that  people ;  and  notwithstanding  be  had 
most  strictly  prohibited  all  idol  worship,  and  required  them  to 
cleave  unto  him  ;  and  even  though  he  had  often  punished  them, 
for  wickedly  forsaking  him  ;  yet  they  rebelled  more  and  more. 
The  ten  tribes  had  gone  almost  entirely  over  to  adolatry,  following 
the  ways,  and  observing  the  ordinances  of  Jeroboarn  the  son  of 
Nebat.  And  even  Judah  was  very  much  inclined  to  idolatry, 
which  had  been  countenanced  and  supported,  in  opposition  to  the 
pure  worship  of  God,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  reign  pi  Joash,  the 
father  of  Amaziah.  In  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  however,  Ama¬ 
ziah  did  not  yield  to  the  inclination  of  many  of  his  courtiers,  and 
people  to  follow  the  last  ways  of  his  father.  But  he  declared 
himself  in  favour  of  the  worship  of  the  God  of  Israel.  He-also, 
when  he  came  to  the  throne,  performed  a  public  act  of  justice,  in 
putting  to  death  the  murderers  of  his  father,  and  in  sparing  the 
children  of  the  murderers,  according  to  the  law  of  Moses.  There 
is  reason  to  believe,  that  both  in  his  administration  of  government, 
and  in  bis  private  conduct,  he  generally  conformed  to  the  precepts 
of  the  divine  law.  But,  though  he  did  these  things,  it  was  not  with 
a  “  perfect  heart.” 

-  It  mav  also  be  observed,  that  his 
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in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  even  oatwaMly,  was  confined  to  the  to^met 
part  of  bis  reign.  Afterwards  he  changed  his  external  condnct,  and 
pursued  a  course;  which  was  otore  consonant  to  the  dctual  fetiiogs 
of  bis  heart.’ 

But  mhat  is  the  real  character  such  persons  in  the  viem  of  God^ 

It  has  always  been  observed,,  that  there  are  probably  among  nieo, 
many  persons  of  a  character  similar  tq  that  of  Antaziab.  And  there 
is  reason  to  apprehend,  that  such  persons  often 'foem  a  very  favorar 
ble  opinion  of  themselvesi,  and  consider  themselves  objects  of  di» 
vine  approbation  and  favour.  It  is  far  ftom  improbable,  that  Ama> 
ziah  was  ready  to  conclude,  that  be  was  truly  a  friend  of  Qod,  and 
that  God  was  a  friend  to  him.  He'  was  doubtless  apprehensive'^ 
that  what  he  did  was  right  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  while  it  probably 
never. occurred  to  him,  that  there  might  be  an  essential  defect  in  hn 
obedience,  on  account  of  the  state  of  bis  heart,  in  the  view  of  otli» 
er  men,  ifoo,  it  is  obvious,  such  persons  must  ordinarily  appear  to 
be  righteous.  For  man  looketh  on  the  outward  a|^earance.  He 
must  judge  from  apparent  fruits.  If  these  are  generally  fruits  of 
obedience,  he  of  course  judges,  that  the  heart  is  right,  in  the  view 
of  otber.men,  Amaziah  must  for'  a  time,  have  ap|)eared  to  be  right* 
eous.'  Nb  doubt  he  was  judged  to  be  so,  by  the  pious  among  the 
people,  over  whom  he  reigned.  They  looked  on  him  as  a  friend 
of  God  and  a  promoter  of  true  religion,  and  rejoicedin  the  prospect 
of  a' revival  of  that  felicity,  which  their  nation  bad  been  accustom* 
ed  to  enjoy,  under  the  government  of  those,  whose  ,  ways  pleased 
the  Lordij  But-the  Lord  seeth  not  as  man  seeth.  While  mao  loidc* 
etb  on  the.  outward  appearance  the  Loi^  looketh, on  the  heart*  >  And 
in  his.  account  .the. heart  determines  the  real' character  ofibetaan* 
However  men  may  .perform,  externally,  that,  which  is  right  in 'it* 
self,'if  the  heart  is  riot  right,  this  in  bis  account  is  an  essential  defect, 
and  ot  course  no  real  obedience  is  rendered.  •  Nothing  is  done, 
which  g<^  to  form  that  moral  character  which  he  beholds  with  ap* 
probation.  Hence,  though  Amaziah  did.out-wardly,  that  which  was 
right,  yet  as  he  was  in  heart  entirely  destitute  of  holy  affiection,  his 
real  character  must  have  been  odious  and  abominable' in  View  of 
him,  whoilooketh  on  the  heart.  This  must  he  obvious  to  levery 
person,  who  duly  considers,  that  the  divine  commands  all  have -re* 
speOt,!^!  merely  to  the  outward  conduct  of  men,  but  to  the  temper 
of  the -heart;  that  all  acceptable  obedience  is.  obedicmce  «f  the 
heart-;  and  that  the  whole  law  is  fulfilled  by  love*  The  first  of 
all  the  commandments  is.  Thou  shalt  love  tte  Lord  thy  .God  with 
all  thy  heart ;  and  the  second  is  like  unto  it,  thou  sb-alt  love  thy 
neighbour  as  thyself.  On  these  two  commandments,  said  our  Sa* 
viour,  hang  all  the  law  and  the  prophets.  And  said  Paul,  He  that 
loveth  another  hath  fulfilled  the  law.  It  surely  results  from  these 
things,  that  though  without  love  a  man  may  refrain  from  overt  acts 
of  immorality,  yet  without  love  he  cannot  fulfil  the  law.  This  doc¬ 
trine  is  abundantly  confirmed  by  our  Saviour  in  his  sermon  on  the 
Mount.  He  says.  Ye  have  heard  that  it  was  said  by  them  of  old 
time;  Thou  shaft  not  kill ;  and  whosoever  shall  kill,  shall  be  in  dan* 
ger  of  tbe  judgment ;  but  I  say  unto  you,  Whosoever  is  angry  with 
Voc.  II.  64  .  . 
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bis  brother  without  cause,,  shall  be  in  danger  of  the  judgment. 
And  the  apostle  John  declares,  that  he,  who  bateth  bis  brother  is  a 
murderer.  Hence  it  is  plain,  that  where  the  heart  is  wanting,  there 
can  be  no  acceptable  obedience,  whatever  may  be  the  external  con* 
duct.  Accordingly,  God  speaks  with  total  disapprobation  of  those, 
who  with  their  mouth  show  much  love,  but  whose  heart  goetb  after 
their  covetousness.  Those,  therefore,  who  do  that  outwardly, 
which  is  right  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  but  whose  hearts  are  not 
sincerely  engaged  in  bis  service,  belong  in  the  view  of  God  to  the 
congregation  of  the  wicked:  So  far  as  they  pretend  to  be  the  friends 
of  God  they  are  hypocrites  ;  a  character  than  which  none  is  more 
odious.  Such,  in  his  unconverted  state,  was  the  character  of  Saul 
of  Tarsus.  No  doubt,  much  of  what  he  did  was  right  in  the  sight 
of  the  Lord.  And  he  was  alive  ; — but  it  was  without  the  law. — 
When  the  commandment  came,  sin  revived  and  he  died.  Such*, 
too,  was  Amaziah.  And  as  his  heart  was  known  to  God,  even 
when  he  pot  on  the  fairest  appearances,  it  was  easy  with  him  to 
reveal  his  true  character  to  the  historian,  even  if  the  king  had  not 
eventually  thrown  off  the  mask,  and  acted  out  the  temper  of  bis 
heart.  Probably,  however,  if  he  had  continued  to  do  that  which 
was  right,  no  intimation  would  have  been  left  on  record,  that  it  was  ■ 
not  with  a  perfect  heart ;  and  we  most  have  waited  until  the  day 
of  judgment,  for  the  development  of  his  real  character.  But, 
though  Amaziah  began  well,  as  to^  the  outtvard  appearance,  he  final¬ 
ly  made  it  manifest,  even  to  the  vi^w  of  men,  that  his  root  was  rot¬ 
tenness.  Though  the  Lord  prospered  him  in  a  war  with  the  Edom¬ 
ites,  and  gave  him  the  victory,  so  that  he  took  their  gods  captive, 
yet  he  ungratefully  forsook  the  God  of  Israel,  and  even  setup  the 
captive  gods, .  which  could  neither  save  their  votaries  nor  them¬ 
selves,  to  be  his  gods,  and  bowed  down  himself  before  them,  and 
burned  incense  unto  them.  And  when  he  was  admonished,  by  a 
prophet  of  the  Lord,  he  insolently  silenced  the  voice  of  reproof  and 
warning,  and  refused  to  be  reclaimed.-  Thus  it  appeared,  that  even 
when  he  was  doing  that  which  was  right  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  it 
was  not  with  a  perfect  heart.  Oftentimes  others  also,  who  for  a 
season  do  right,  but  without  a  perfect  heart,  make  it  manifest  in  a 
similar  manner.  They  throw  off  the  mask,  fall  into  the  practice  of 
iniquity,  and  show  the  world,  that  their  hearts  have  never  been 
right  with  God.  In  other  cases,  probably,  the  true  character  is  not 
mode  manifest,  until  the  day  of  judgment,  when  every  heart  most  be 
.disclosed,  and  every  secret  thing  revealed.  Aleph. 
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BY  BUNYANUS. 

CHAPTER  XII. 

-  Now,  in  the  morning,  1  perceived  that  the  pilgrims  arose  strong 
and  vigorous  to  pursue  their  journey  ;  and  having  taken  leave  of 
the  family,  andihaving  received  from  them  a  letter  of  introduction 
to  such  other  houses  as  had  been  built  by  their  Lord  for  the  accom* 
modation  of  pilgrims  on  the  road,  they  departed  and  went  on  their 
way.  And  as  they  went  along,  they  discoursed  with  each  other  of 
the  things  they  bad  seen  and  heard  at  the  bouse  beautiful,  and  of 
the  high  privileges  they  bad  enjoyed  there  ;  and  they  were  so  taken 
up  with  these  things  that  they  ibrgot  to  read  any  in  their  books,  as 
they  had  been  wont  to  do  while  they  passed  along. 

I  think,  said  Ardent,  that  we  shall  be  willing  to  bear  cheerfully 
any.repriAch  or  persecution  to  which  we  maybe  subjected,  for  the 
sake  of  the  Lord  of  the  way,  since  he  has  endured  so  much  for  os. 

Thoughtful.  It  would,  indeed,  be  unworthy  of  the  name  we  bear, 
and  of  the  privileges  to  which  we  have  been  admitted,  if  we  should 
shrink  from  any  sufferings  to  which  our  Lord  shall  call  os. 

Ard.  1  have  been  rash  and  hasty,  heretofore,  and  have  brought 
myself  into  many  difficulties  by  it,  but  I  hope  that  the  experience  1 
have  had  will  teach  me  better  in  future. 

T%. .  I  hope  the  things  we  have  learned  will  do  ns  good  as  long  as 
we  live  ;  and  that  the  high  privileges  we  have  lately  enjoyed  will 
lead  us  to  seek  after  yet  greater  attainments,  and  to  be  bold  and 
zealous  in  the  service  of  our  Lord  and  Master.  ^ 

Then  1  perceived,  that,  just  as  they  were  saying  these  things,  a 
man  came  up  behind  tbem.^whose  name  Flaiterwell ;  but  the 
pilgrims  knew  him  not.  And  having  overheard  some  of  their  con* 
versation,  besaid, 

FI.  Hail !  ye  highly  favored  ones,  ye  servants  of  the  prince  Im* 
manuel,  who  have  undertaken  this  long  and  perilous  journey  for  the 
love  you  bear  to  his  name.  Your  prince  regards  you  with  great  af¬ 
fection,  and  is  willing  to  give  you  a  further  proof  of  it.  You  have, 
indeed,  enjoyed  high  privileges  at  the  house  Beautiful,  but  there  are 
higher  privileges  to  be  yet  enjoyed.  You  have  seen  great  things 
there  ;  but  you  shall  see  greater  things  than  these. 

Ard.  We  have  never  seen  you  before  ;  but  you  speak  like  one 
that  has  some  knowledge  of  us,  and  of  the  object  of  our  journey  . 
We  should  like  to  know  who  you  are. 

.  FI.  Ask  not  after  my  name,  seeing  it  is  a  secret.  I  am  a  friend 
to  you,  and  to  the  Lord  of  the  way  ;  and  am  not  ignorant  of  your 
iHStory.  I  know  how  you  forsook  all  that  you  had,  mr  the  love  yon 
bore  to  the  Lord  of  pilgrims.  And  1  know  all  tbe  pains  you  have 
taken  to  show  that  love,  to  him,  and  all  tbe  difficulties  you  have  sur¬ 
mounted  for  his  sake.  1  have  done  so  before  you,  and  have  been 
rewarded  for  it  by  being  appointed  to  an  honorable  station.  I  am 
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sent  forth  to  accoqapany  you  a  little  in  your  way;  and  to  speak 
words  of  comfort  to  you  ;  and  also  to  give  you  some  further  mani¬ 
festations  of  the  regard  which  your  Lord  has  to  you.  j  ;  ; 

Th.  No'  praise  is  due  to  us  for  what  we  have  done.  It  is  the 
King  alone  that  has  made  us  to  differ.  Had  it  not  been  for  his  dis¬ 
tinguishing  grace,  we  had  remained  to  this  day  in  , the  city  of  De¬ 
struction. 

FI.  I  know  it ;  and  I  am  glad  to  see  you  so  sensible  of  it.^  Hu¬ 
mility  is  a  most  excellent  trait  in  the  pilgrim’s  ■cbu'acter.  But  1 
knew  you  possessed  it  in  an  eminent  degree  ;  for  otherwise  1  should 
not  have  been  sent  out  to  accompany  you,  and  to  confer  further 
privileges  upon  you.  '  It  is  written,  “  before  honor  is  -humility 
and  **  he ‘that  bnmbketh  himself  shall  be  exalted.”  I  am  persuaded 
that  the  Lord  of  the-  way  intends  to  make  you  enqin^  among  pil¬ 
grims,  and  to  prepare  you  fort  great  usefulness  among  them  ;  and 
therefore  it  is,  that  having  tried  you  hitherto,  and  found  yoii  so  faith¬ 
ful  to  him,  be  is  ready  to  grant  you  further  marks  of  his  regard. 

idrd.  1  have  not  been' so  faithful  to  him  as  1  ought.;  nor -so  firm  in 
bis  ways'asmy  brother  Thoughtful.  ^  But  1  hope*!  shall  be  more  so 
hereafter.  '  >  .  ■  • 

El.  'No  ;  none  are  so  faithful  to  him  as  they  ought  to  be.  But 
you  have  been  more  so  than  many  others.-^Your  low  opinion  of 
yourself,  .however,  is  a  good  sign  j'and  it  promises  well  with  regard 
to  your’ future  progress.  .  .  '  i,  ,  -  >  * 

TA.^Yojur- cutnunendation  makes  me  ashamed  of  myself ;  for  it 
brings  to  mind  my  numerous  imperfections  and  short  comings  in  duty. 

'  FI.  That  is  well.  It  shows  that  you  are  not  easily  flattered ; 
and  BO  are  in  Jess  danger  of  being  deceived  and  led  astray,  than 
those 'who  have  Jess  knowledge  of  their  own  hearts. 

^y  this  time  I  perceived  that  Fiatterwell  had  got  a  little  before 
them,  )8nd  as  they  were  engaged  in  conversation,-- had  turned  out  of 
the  straight  road  into  another  path,  which  yet  seemed  almost  as  di- 
rect  asthe  right-onei  and  was  leading  them  on  in  it  with  a  quicker 
step,  while  the  path  by  degrees  turned  more  from  the  direct  road, 
up  an  ascent  that  was  so  gradual  that  the  pilgrims  did  not  perceive 
h.  Then  said  .  Ardent,  .  ,  .  o  ; 

What  are  the  new  pririieges  which  the  Lord  oif  the  way  is  about 
to  bestow  upon  us  ?  ■x*  r-  i 

•FI.  llhey  are  privileges  granted  to  but  few  pilgrims,  to  such  only 
as  be  regards  with  peculiar  affection,  and  intends  for  distinguished 
usefulness.  Yonder  is  a  high  tower,  from  which  is  a  most  delight¬ 
ful  prospect.  You  can  look  down  from  it  on  all  the  country  round 
for  many  leagues  ;  and  with  the  aid  of  a  perspective  glass,  you  can 
see  the  celestial  city,  and  all  the  road  thither,  together  with  all  the 
hy-palbs  that  turn  out  of  it ;  so  that,  after  having  had  this  discovery, 
you  will  be<eininently  qualified  to  be  guides  to  other  pilgrims,  for 
wfaiefa  I  am  pefsuaded  the  ‘Lord  of  the  way  intends  yoq. 

TA. 'We  are  not  worthy  of  being  distinguished  above  others  ; 
but  if-t^!  Lord^of  theway  has  need  of  us,  in  any  station,  we  ot^t 
not  to  decline  it.  . 

^  ■  ' 
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tl.  I  admire  year  humility.  But  indeed,  it  is  a  most  excellent 
qualification  ibr  a  fdace  of  high  distinction. 

*  So  Flatterwell  hurried  them  elong,  till  they  reached  the  tower, 
aad  began  to  ascend  by  a  flight  of  steps  that  wound  round  in  the  in¬ 
side  ;  'and  1  observed  that  tbere^wereHio  windows  in  it,  only  a  small 
sky-iight  at  the  top^  So  they  ascended,  for  some  time^  Flatterwell 
keeping  before,  and  continually  talking  to  them,  in  the  manner  he  had 
done,  of  the  great  regard  their  Lord  had  for  them,  and  of  the  high 
honor  to  which  he  was  now  admitting  them,  in  favoring  them  to  visit 
this  tower,  and  enjoy  the  discoveries  which  were  to  be  mad^  when 
they  arrived  at  the  top.  Now  when  they  had  reached  a  great 
height,  1  saw  that  flatterwell  in  his  eagerness  to  hurry  them  along, 
not  taking  heed  to  his  own  steps,  made  a  slip  with  bis  feet,  and  fell 
to  the  bottom,  where  he  was  dashed  in  pieces.  At  this  the  pilgrims 
stopped,  in  great  amazement  and  sat  down  on  the  steps,  to  prevent 
falling  themselves,  for  their  beads  grew  dizzy. 

Then  said  Thoughtful  to  bis  companion  what  does  this  mean  ? 

Then  said  Ardent,  I  cannot  tell ;  1  fear  1  shall  fall  too ;  for  my 
head  is  very  dizzy. 

7h.  And  so  is  mine.  I  fear  to  look  down.  What  shall  we  do  ? 

'  Ard.  I  know  not.  This  is  a  fearful  place.  Shall  we  try  to  go 
down  } 

Th.  Ah  me!  I  have  forgotten  to  look  in  my  book  to-day.  But  I 
know  not  whether  I  can  see  to  read.  There  is  so  little  light  here  ; 
end  my  head  is  so  much  aflected. 

Ard.  1.  have  forgotten  too.  But  let  us  try  to  read  a  little.  Per* 
haps  we  shall  get  some  direction. 

So  thoughtful  plucked  his  book  out  of  his  bosom,  and  opened  it, 
and  read  therein  as  follows  :  “  Pride  goetb  before  destruction  ;  and 
a  haughty  spirit  before  a  fall.”  Then  bis  hand  shook,  and  bis  head 
was  affected  again,  so  that  he  could  not  see,  for  some  time.  And 
Ardent  looked  into  the  book,  and  found  where  it  was  written,  The 
Lord  shall  cut  ofl'  all  flattering  Ups,  and  the  tongue  that  speaketh 
proud  things.”  Then  Thoughtful  looked  again,  and  read,  “Med¬ 
dle  not  with  him  that  flatteretb  with  bis  lips.  A  lying  tongue  bateth 
tho.se  tbat  are  afSicted  by  it ;  and  a  flattering  mouth  worketb  ruin.” 

Then  I  perceived  that  the  pilgrims  were  sore  amazed,  and  trem¬ 
bled  for  fear.  For  they  began  to  be  sensible  that  they  must  have 
got  out  of  the  right  road,  and  had  been  flattered  by  the  man  they  had 
followed,  who  had  now  met  with  the  destruction  he  was  probably 
intending  fwtbem.  So  they  crept  down  the  steps,  as  well  as  they 
could,  which  they  now  perceived  to  be  very  slight,  and  threatening 
every  moment  to  give  way,  and  precipitate  them  upon  the  pave¬ 
ment  below,  where  Flatterwell  bad  been  dashed  in  pieces. 

So,  after  a  long  time,  1  saw  that  they  had  reached  the  bottom  in 
safety,  and  having  earnestly  besought  their  Lord  and  King  to  forgive 
them  for  hearkening  to  this  deceiver,  and  turning  out  of  the  right 
path  ;  and  having  be^ed  for  direction  and  deliverance,  and  further 
consulted  their  books,  they  found  written  therein,  “  Return,  ye 
back -sliding  children,  and  I  will  heal  your  back-slidings.” 

Then  after  they  were  a  little  revived,  (for  their  beads  were  stiU 
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much  affected,),  they  considered  the  tower  and  its  situation  ;  and 
found  written  over  the  door  by  which  they  had  entered,  “  The  Too* 
er  of  Spiritual  Pride.**  They  saw,  moreover,  that  it^stood  upon 
the  brink  of  a  prcipice,  on  looking  down  which  they  saw  the  bones 
of  many  who  had  been  led  up  to  the  top  of  the  tower,  and  thrown 
down  from  thence,  by  Fiatterwell  and  his  companions.  Then  they 
remembered  that  it  was  written,  Behold,  1  am  against  thee.  Oh 
thou  most  proud,  said  the  Lord  God  of  Hosts  :  for  thy  day  is  come, 
the  time  that  I  will  visit  thee.  '  And  the  most  proud  shall  stumble 
and  fall,  and  none  shall  raise  him  up.” 

Now  I  observed,  that  though  their  heads  were  less  giddy,  since 
they  had  reached  the  ground,  they  complained  to  each  other  of  a 
violent  pain  in  the  breasts  ;  attended  with  distressing  faintness,  so 
that  they  could  scarcely  stand  upon  their  feet.  Yet,  after  reading 
a  while  in  their  books,  they  recovered  a  little,  so  that  they  began  to 
return  by  the  way  that  they  came,  creeping  on  softly,  as  well  as  they 
could,  till,  at  length  they  reached  the  hi^  road.  Here  they  kneel* 
ed  down;  and  gave  thanks  to  the  Lord  of  the  way,  for  their  deliver¬ 
ance  from  this  so  great  a  danger,  and  for  restoring  them  to  the  right 
way  ;  and  then  they  went  forward,  cerefully  pondering  the  path  of 
their  feet.  So,  taking  heed  to  their  feet.  So,  taking  heed  to  their 
steps,  they  went  down  into  the  valley  of  Humiliation,  without  get¬ 
ting  any  slip  by  the  way.  Now  the  air  of  this  valley  was  very 
agreeable  and  refreshing  to  them,  and  they  had  not  been  long  in  it 
before  they  found  themselves  much  recovered  from  the  sickness 
they  had  felt.  The  dizziness  in  their  heads  was  gone,  the  pain  in 
their  breasts  was  greatly  relieved,  and  they  had  no  more  turo^  of 
faintness. 
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American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions. 

This  is  the  largest  missionary  Society  in  the  United  States.  It 
sent  out  its  first  missionaries  in  1812.  It  now  supports  missionaries 
at  twenty-five  different  stations  in  Asia,  or  eight  different  nations, 
speaking  as  many  different  languages,  and  extending'  from  east  to 
west  more  than  two  thirds  round  this  globe,  which  Christian  benev¬ 
olence  desires  completely  to  encircle,  and  to  fill  with  the  knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  gospel.  Our  present  inquiry  is,  what  success  has  at-; 
tended  these  missions  ?  Considering  the  difficulties  of  introducing 
Christianity  into  heathen  lands,  and  the  shortness  of  the  time  since 
any  of  the  missionaries  have  been  qualified  for  labor  in  their  re¬ 
spective  stations^  but  little  more  can  be  reasonably  expected  than 
that  they  should  have  pot  in  train  a  course  of  means  which  are  to 
produce  glorious  results  at  some  future  period. ,  But  more  than  this 
has  already  been  effected.  The  mission  at  Bombay  which  was  the 
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first  established  has  not  bs  jet  been  distingaishefl  for  the  number 
of  its  converts,  but  from  the  silent  and  gradually  increasing  influence 
of  the  missionaries,  their  translation  of  the  scriptures,  their  schools 
and  their  constant  intercourse  with  the  natives,  there  is  much  reason 
to  believe  that  the  foundation  is  alrea<W  laid  for  the  general  recep¬ 
tion  of  Christianity  at  some  future  period.  The  Missionaries  have 
translated  most  of  the  New  Testament  into  the  Mabratta  language, 
which  is  spoken  by  a  larger  population  than  that  of  the  U.  States. 
They  have  also  translated  and  printed  portions  of  the  Old  Testa¬ 
ment,  and  circulated  among  the  natives  30,000  books  and  tracts. — 
They  have  under  their  care  18  schools  containing  about  9^000  pu¬ 
pils.  They  have  built  a  chapel  for  public  worship.  Their  system 
of  means  and  their  influence  is  extending.  And  though  it  cannot 
be  expected  that  adult  Hindoos  will  be  at  once  turned  from  their 
vanities  unto  the  living  God,  it  is  certainly  not  improbable  that  Hin^- 
doo  children  brought  under  a  course  of  Christian  instruction,  taught 
and  accustomed  daily  to  read  the  holy  scriptures,  and  impressed 
with  the  precepts  and  doctrines  of  the  Gospel,  will  soon  renounce 
the  absurdities  of  the  Hindoo  idolatry,  and  become  advocates  for 
the  religion  of  Christ.  And  by  the  grace  of  God  accompanying 
the  means  of  his  own  appointment,  it  may  be  hoped  that  many  of 
them  will  become  devoted  and  exemplary  disciples. 

That  there  is  reason,  for  such  hopes  appears  from  a  joint  letter 
of  the  missionaries,  in  which  they  say  :  **The  more  extensively  we 
declare  the  gospel,  and  the  greater  the  increase  of  the  knowledge 
of  it  among  those  who  have  heard  it  most,  the  stronger  are  our  hopel 
that  it  will  prove  saving.  And  we  think  we  discover  some  favorable 
symptoms  which  we  should  mention  with  gratitude  to  him,  who 
holds  the  hearts  of  all  men  in  his  bands. 

Our  Jewish  school  Teachers  and  some  others  among  the  Jews 
have  manifested  an  encouraging  attention,  and  a  degree  of  impres¬ 
sion  in  favor  of  the  truth;  which  we  cannot  but  hope  will  soon  break 
through  the  fear  of  man  and  be  openly  avowed.  We  have  similar 
but  stronger  hopes  in  regard  to  our  Jewish  superintendant  of 
schools.  He  expresses  a  speculative  conviction  of  the  troth  of  the 
Christian  religion,  and  also  at  times  manifests  a  considerable  degree 
of  concern  for  his  soul.  One  of  our  Jewish  school  teachers,  after 
reading  in  company  with  him  and  several  other  Jews,  from  our  tracts 
written  for  them,  said  so  much  in  favor  of  the  Christian  religion  as 
to  subject  himself  to  a  fine  imposed  by  his  people.  There  are  also 
some  Hindoos  who  manifest  an  increased  attention,  and  give  some 
evidence  of  a  speculative  conviction  of  the  truth.  So  do  also  a 
few  Mussulmen  and  a  few  catholics.  Some  of  the  latter  have  man¬ 
ifested  a  determination  to  read  the  scriptures  at  all  events.” 

Now  here  are  indications  of  approaching  success  which  are  clear¬ 
ly  marked.  The  want  of  greater  immediate  success  is  no  ground 
for  discouri^ment.  It  was  not  expected  that  success  would  be  im¬ 
mediate.  No  valuable  edifice  can  be  as  speedily  raised  as  project¬ 
ed.  It  is  not  the  usual  order  of  divine  providence  that  what  is 
valuable  and  permanent  should  be  of  rapid  growth.  The  most  solid 
and  lin^  lived  forest  trees*  are  those  which  arrive  at  their  maturity 
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by  the  slowest  sfeges,  and  in  almost  every  moral  scheme  the  result 
is  the  same.  The  toil  and  expense  are  immediate,  the  benefits  are 
distant.  The  friends  of  Education,  of  Bible,  and  of  Missionary  So¬ 
cieties  must  usually  for  many  years  walk  by  faith,  and  not  by  sight. 
'J'hey  are  not  looking  for  an  ephemeral  crop,  and  therefore  should 
not  be  impatient,. tbough'the  koil  should  appear  sterile,  and  the  first 
process  of  vegetation  feeble. 

The  above  remarks  are  applicable  also  to  the  mission  at  Ceylon* 
The  prospects  of  this  mission,  however,  are  still  more  encouraging. 
The  missionaries  at  Ceylon  have  already  seen  the  happy  effects  of 
their  labors.  A  considerable  number  of  the  natives  have  not  only 
renounced  idolatry,  but  become  pious.  They  have  admitted  into 
their  church  seventeen  converted  natives,  a  larger  number  than  has 
been  admitted  into  some  of  our  churches  at  home  during  the  same 
lime.  They  have  also  established  32  free  schools,  containing  more 
than  1500  scholars.  They  have  admitted  into  their  families  118 
heathen  youth,  who  are  to  be  boarded  and  educated  under  their 
entire  control.  They  have  also  published  and  circulated  tracts 
which  are  spreading  and  exerting  an  influence  far  and  wide.  Nine 
young  men,  members  of  the  church  are  active  and  useful  assistants. 
Others  in  the  schools  not  yet  belonging  to  the  church  are  hopeful¬ 
ly  pious,  others  are  seriously  disposed,  and  very  many  not  particu¬ 
larly  serious  are  of  good  promise.  The  missionaries  have  distri-  . 
bated  many  copies  of  the  scriptures  which  are  read  with  seriousness. 
They  also  gain  free  access  to  the  natives  in  conversation  and 
preaching.  These  are  facts  which  mark  the  success  of  this  mission 
to  be  as  great  as  could  have  been  expected  for  the  time.  What  is 
no  lesd  encouraging  than  it  is  remarkable,  is,  that  many  natives  are ' 
solicitous  to  have  schools  established  in  their  towns  and  villages, 
though  they  are  aware  that  Christianity  will  be  explicitly  taught  in 
them.  And  what  is  still  more  encouraging,  a  Tamul  Bible  Society 
has  been  formed  at  Malagum  composed  almost  entirely  of  heathen. 
Do  not  these  tiling  prove  that  the  long  established  prejudices  of  the 
heathen  are  giving  away,  and  the  foundation  is  already  laid  for  the 
universal  spread  of  Christianity  among  the  idolaters  of  the  east  ? 
Yes,  it  will  probably  be  found  when  Christianity  comes  to  prevail 
in  all  western  India  (as  will  surely  be  the  case  at  some  future  time,) 
that  the  instruction  of  the  missionaries,  given  in  the'  various  methods 
which  they  employ,  will  have  exci^d  many  individuals  to  inquire 
into  the  nature  of  religion,  and  to  seek  for  a  better  foundation  of 
their  hopes  than  idolatry  and  superstition  can  furnish.  These 
means  will  produce  their  appropriate  effects.  The  time  will  come 
when  the  world  shall  be  converted  unto  Christ.  Though  times  of 
darkness  and  discouragement  should  come,  and  the  event  long  he 
delayed,  yet  it  will  eventually  be  discovered  that  the  testimony  of 
God  is  not  declared  in  vain,  that  Christians  have  not  furnished  trea¬ 
sures,  and  missionaries  spent  their  strength  for  nought.  In  the 
words  of  the  society’s  report,  “On  the  command  of  Christ,  the  ex- 
^  ample  of  the  apostles,  and  the  numerous  promises  of  a  day  of  glory 
to  the  world,  both  the  missionaries  and  their' friends  may  securely 
rest,  so  long  as  they  cheerfully  and  faithfidly  disctmrge  theif  re- 
'  spective  duties.”  W.' 
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\  ^ 

Sandroich  Islands. 

^  This  mission  was  established  by  the  American  Board,  in  1820. 
It  has  been  attended  with  more  remarkable  interpositions  of  provi* 
dence  for  the  time  of  its  existence,  than  perhaps  any  other  mission 
on  record.  Though  familiar  to  many  of  your  readers,  it  may  be 
proper  here  to  notice  the  astonishing  change  which  took  place  at 
these  Islands,  just  at  the  time  the  missionaries  were  embarking  at 
Boston.  To  the  surprise  of  all  who  had  been  acquainted  with 
these  Islands,  the  government  and  the  people  determined  to  abao> 
don  their  idols  and  to  commit  them  to  the  flames.  The  principal 
men  had  been  informed  of  the  happy  effects  produced  by  the  labours 
and  instruction  of  missionaries  in  the  Society  Islands,  and  they  ex> 
pressed  a  strong  desire  that  missionaries  should  come  and  teach 
them  also.  Thus  it  was  in  the  intelligence  received  from  time  to 
time  of  the  blessed  resiHjts  of  missionary  efforts  nearly  3000  miles 
distant  frona  them,  which  convinced  them  of  the  folly  of  their  idol* 
atrous  worship,  and  led  them  to  consign  to  the  flames  their  altars 
and  their  idols  together.  All  this  was  from  the  influence  of  mis> 
sionary  intelligence.  At  this  auspicious  moment,  missionaries  were 
embarking  to  go  to  them.  Though  this  wonderful  revolution  seem* 
ed  in  a  high  degree  favorable  to  the  introduction  of  Christianity,  yet 
it  remained  impossible  to  predict  what  course  things  would  take  a- 
mong  a  people  without  any  fixed  principles  of  action,  ignorant  of 
true  religion,  volatile  and  fickle  in  all  their  dispositions  and  pur* 
poses.  It  was  therefore  most  joyful  to  all  the  friends  of  religion  to 
learn  that  the  missionaries  at  their  arrival  were  gratefully  received, 
and  entered  upon  their  labors  with  the  universal  approbation  of 
both  roles  and  people. 

In  tracing  the  subsequent  labors  of  these  missionaries,  and  those, 
who  have  since  been  added  to  their  number,  we  find  that  snccesf 
adequate  to  the  most  sanguine  expectations  has  attended  them.-— 
Schools  have  been  established,  and  both  adults  and  children  hare 
made  good  proficiency  in  learning  to  read  and  write.  The  rulers 
have  publicly  acknowledged  the  Sabbath,  and  done  something  to 
promote  its  observance.  Mr.  Whitney  writes  from  the  Island  of 
Atooi,  in  January  last,  as  follows:  “The  chiefs,  at  their  own  ex* 
pcnse,  have  built  us  a  very  convenient  house  for  public  worship,  in 
which  I  have  preachie'd  regularly,  in  the  vernacular  tongue,  for  eight 
months  past,  twice  every  sabbath  and  occasionally  on  other  days. 
Our  meetings  are  generally  well  attended,  and  many  of  the  people 
are  desirous  of  becoming  acqumnted  with  the  gospel.  Under  our 
immediate  inspection,  we  have  two  flourishing  schools  of  about  one 
hundred  and  twenty  scholars.  -There  are  other  schools  in  diffisrent 
-parts  of  the  Island.  Many  more  are  anxious  to  learn,  but  forwent 
of  books  and  teachers,  they  roust  for  the  present  be  denied  that 
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privilege. .  Orders  have  been  given  oat  Ipr  all  the  people,  without 
exception,  on  this  and  the  neighboring  Island  Oneebow,  to  observe 
the  Sabbath  as  holy  time,  devoted  to  the  service  of  the  Lord  Jeho¬ 
vah  ;  strictly  forbidding  any  play  or  work,  or  even  the  kindling  of 
a- fire  on  that  sacred  day.  Drunkenness  is  prohibited  ;  and  infan¬ 
ticide,  which  heretofore  has  been  practiced  to  no  inconsiderable 
extent,  is  now  punishable  with  death.”  From  other  accounts  giv¬ 
en  by  the  missionaries,  it  appears  that  the  islanders  begin  to  cher¬ 
ish  a  kind  of  reverence  for  the  Christian  religion,  which  it  is  rea¬ 
sonable  to  expect  will  be  succeeded  by  the  most  happy  results. — 
Several  of  the  chiefs  have  prayers  morning  and  evening  in  their 
families,  constantly  attend  public  worship,  and  exhibit  much  external 
reverence  for  divine  institutions.  “The  nation,”  says  one  of  the 
missionaries,  “is  beginning  to  feel  the  salutary  influence  of  the  gos¬ 
pel,  and  its  rulers  are  becoming  our  patrons.  Churches  are  erect¬ 
ing  in  different  places,  and  pressing  requests  are  made  to  us  for 
labors,  which  we  are  not  able  to  afford.” 

Here  is  evidence  of  success  beyond  what  could  have  been  ex¬ 
pected  in  so  short  a  time  by  the  most  sanguine  friends  of  Missions. 
What  will  be  the  effect  of  the  recent  death  of  the  king  and  queen 
upon  the  nation,  it  is  impossible  to  foretel.  But  the  disposition 
which  the  natives  have  already  manifested,  and  the  success  which 
the  missionaries  have  already  witnessed,  excite  the  cheering  and 
confident  hope  that  these  Islands  are  already  arrested  from  the  great 
usurper,  and  that  ere  long  the  conquests  of  the  gospel  will  be  there, 
as  general  and  as  conspicuous  as  at  the  Society  Islands. 

'  Indian  Mtmont. 

The  American  Board  have  also  established  thirteen  missionary 
stations  among  our  western  Indians.  And  a  review  of  these  mis¬ 
sions  is  peculiarly  gratifying  to  all  the  friends  of  humanity  and  re¬ 
ligion,  for  it  appears  that  there  are  few  places  in  the  heathen  world 
in  which  a  greater  readiness  is  manifested  to  hear  the  word  of  God 
than  among  these  tenants  of  the’forest.  And  upon  no  people,  sure¬ 
ly,  is  the  obligation  to  send  to  the  ignorant  and  destitute,  more  im¬ 
perious,  than  upon  the  people  of  the  United  States  with  reference 
to  the  Aboriginal  inhabitants  of  North  America.  ,  In  these,  as  in  all 
other  missions  to  the  heathens,  where  efforts  must  be  made  to  coun¬ 
teract  inveter^e  habits,  and  to  form  a  new  character  for  uncivilized 
people,  difficulties  must  be  experienced.  But  that  tbe missionaries,, 
and  the  Board,  and  the  Christian  public,  have  abundant  encoun^- 
ment,  will  be  seen  by'  a  brief  reference  to  facts.  This  mission  was 
commenced  in  1817.  Mr.  Cyrus  Kingsbury  entered  upon  this  mis¬ 
sion  with  a  truly  missionary  spirit,  and  has  from  tbe  beginning  borne 
with  exemplaty  fortitude  and  cheerfulness,  tbe  privations  and  fa- 
.  tigues  of  an  untried  and  arduoue  enterprise.  On  his  first  arrival  ki 
the  Cherokee  nation,  he  was  '  kindly  received.  During  the  first 
year,  he  wrote  as  follows:  “Soon  idler,  our  arrlvd.  io’  the  nation^  we 
•pmied  our  doors  to  receive  children  into  our  famUy^  to  teach  them 
rodimeats  of  tho  Ei^lish  language,,  toe  principles:  of  the  efarisv 
tiaa  religion,  and  the  industry  and  arts  of  civilizechyfe.**  With  tl^ 
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subsequent .  operations  oQithe  original  missionaries,  and  those  who 
hare  from  time  to  time  been  sent  to  their  aid,  the  Christian  comma* 
nity  are  generally  and  familiarly  acquainted.  1  need  not,  therefore, 
enter  upon  details.  A  summary  view  will  be  sufficient  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  this  number.  The  labors  of  the  missionaries,  it  will  be 
remembered,  have  been  particularly  directed  to  the  instruction  of 
'children  and  youth.  Schools  have  been  established  at  each  of  the 
stations.  The  two  prominent  olgects  at  which  the  teachers  aim 
continually^  are  the  improvement  of  their  pupils,  by  means  of  useful 
knowledge  and  the  formation  of  habits  of  industry,  both  these  as 
subsidiary  to  the  introduction  of  Christianity,  and  its  ultimate  prev¬ 
alence.  Already,  more  than  five  hundred  Indian  children  and  youth 
have  received  Uie  rudiments  of  a  Christian  education.  The  state 
of  these  Indian  schools  is  very  pleasing.  The  good  order  and  con¬ 
duct  of  the  children  has  been  favorably  noticed  by  distinguished 
visitors.  The  facility  with  which  they  learn  has  also  been  often 
remarked.  The  President  of  the  United  States  and  other  eminent 
civilians  have  expressed  their  highest  approbation  of  the  plan  and 
operations  of  the  missionaries,  and  have  said  they  considered  it  the 
best,  and  perhaps  the  only  way  to  civilize  and  christianize  the  In¬ 
dians.  The  President  has  not  only  expressed  his  satisfaction  in 
seeing  the  improvements  already  made  in  the  manners  and  charac¬ 
ter  of  these  long  neglected  natives  of  the  soil,  but  has  confirmed  it 
by  his  liberal  patronage.  He  was  peculiarly  pleased  with  that  ex¬ 
cellence  in  the  management  of  the  missionary  stations,  by  which 
the  pupils  are  not  only  taught  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic,  with 
the  principles  and  worship  inculcated  in  the  word  of  God,  but  also, 
are  instructed  in  the  most  useful  arts  of  civilized  life.  The  boys 
learn  the  use  of  the  hoe  and  the  axe,  while  the  girlsiearn  the  use 
of  the  spinning  wheel  and  the  needle.  And  it  has.  been  found  from 
actual  experiment  that  they-  are  no  less  tractable  than  the  children 
among  ourselves.  There  is  no  longer  need  of  attempting  to  prove 
that  the  Indians  have  intellect  of  equal  vigor  with  white  raen.~ 
Facts  have  already  settled  this  point.  A  short  acquaintaoce  with 
David  Brown,  and  many  other  native  youth,  would  satisfy  the  most 
incredulous. 

.  Under  the  infiuence  of  the  missionaries,  the  Indians  have  made 
great  progress,  within  a  few  years,  in  civilization.  The  CherokeeSy 
for  instance,  among  whom'  the  missionaries  first  settled,  have  courts, 
court-houses,  judges  and  a  police,  and  many  of  them,  instead  of 
roaming  the  wilderness,  possess  comfortable  houses,  a  herd  of  cattle, 
and  cultivated  -  fields.  At  eight  of  the  stations  above  mentioned, 
among  the  Indians,  churches  have  been  organized,  and  about  one 
hundred  of  the  natives  have  made  a  public  profession  of  their  foitb 
in  Christ.  Several  others  are  seriously  disposed.  The  chiefo  and 
principal  men  have  given  their,  influence  in  favor  of  the  misstonw' 
ries.  Though  many  unprincipled  white  men,  who  pass  throu^ 
their  nations  to  take  advantage  of  them  in  trade,  have  endeavored 
to  prejudice  their  minds  against  the  missionaries,  yet  they  are  gen¬ 
erally  eonvmced  that  the  missionaries  are  flieir  friends,  and  came 
amoiq;  them  to  do  them  good. 
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,  The  Indiana  are,  many  of  them  ,conviDced  that  their  former  habits 
of  living  are  unfavorable  to  their  happiness.  Many  have  wept  at 
the  remembrance  of  their  past  sins,  have  become  prayerful,  humble 
and  exemplary  in  their  deportment,  and  have  done  much  by  tbeir 
testimony  and  their  friendship  to  support  the  schools  and  the  mis¬ 
sions.  Surely  the  wilderness  and  the  solitary  places  are  beginning 
to  be  glad,  and  the  desert  to  blossom  as  the  rose.  Here  the  ran-  * 
somed  of  the  Lord  are  returning  and  coming  to  Zion  with  songs  and 
everlasting  joy.  They  have  obtained  joy  and  gladness,  and  sorrow 
.  and  sighing  have  fled  away.  It  is  trnly  cheering  to  learn  from  these 
late  savages  of  the  forest  such  evidence  of  the  constraining  influ¬ 
ence  of  religion  on  their  hearts  and  lives.  The  Board  were  right 
in'saying,  in  one  of  their  reports,  "that  they  and  the  Christian  pub¬ 
lic  had  Mready  received  an  ample  reward  for  all  the  toil  and  expense 
to  which  they  have  submitted,  eVen  if  another  immortal  being 
should  not  be  gathered  into  the  fold  of  the  great  Shepherd  and  Bish¬ 
op  of  souls.”  But  what  has  been  done  is  only  a  prelude  to  what 
may  be  expected  in  future  time,  when  the  forest  shall  be  transform¬ 
ed  into  cultivated  fields,  and  “from  almost  every  bill  in  the  Indian 
country,  shall  be  seen  spires  of  churches  overtopping  the  wilder¬ 
ness  and  imparting  a  religious  and  pleasing  aspect  to  the  whole  land¬ 
scape.” 

In  estimating  the  success  of  this-missien,  we  should  not  overlook 
the  influence  produced  upon  public  opinion  at  home.  Twelve 
years  ago,  the  aborigines  of  our  country  were  regarded  by  the  great 
community,  with  the  exception  of  a  very  few,  as  an  utterly  intrac¬ 
table  race,  as  shut  out  from  all  human  sympathies,  as  never  to  be 
brought  into  the  pale  of  christianized  society  j  and  as  doomed  to  be¬ 
come  extinct.  All  attempts  to  christianize  or  .civilize  them,  were 
considered  visionary  and  hopeless.  A  spirit  of  extermination  was 
breathed  out  against  them.  But  now  the  whole  nation  is  moved 
with  a  diflerent  spirit.  All  classes,  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
upon  their  borders,  who  seem  determined  to  dispossess  them  of 
'  their  lands  or  to  destroy  them  from  the|eartb,  are  moved  with  good 
will  towards  the  Indians.  They  are  now  considered  as  belonging  to 
the  human  family,  and  as  worthy  of  human  regard.  To  evangelize 
and  civilize  them,  is  how  acknowledged  to  be  both  practicable  and 
desirable.  This  great  change  in  publie  opinion  has  been  effected 
by  the  influence  of  what  the  American  Board  of  Commissioners 
have  done.  The  system  of  labors  and  instruction,  which  it  has  put 
in  operation  among  the  tribes  of  the  forest,  has  conciliated  the  favor, 
and  secured  the  confidence  both  of  the  Indians  and  our  own  people. 
By  producing  examples  Of  Indian  improvement,  civilization  and 
purity  of  manners,  they  have  attracted  the  attention  of  the  great 
community,  and  awakened  a  lively  interest  in  the  attempt  to  raise 
them  from  their  long  degraded  condition,  to  a  participation  of  our 
common  and  distinguished  blessings.  Thus  we  see  that  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Board  *‘has  not  existed  in  vain,  nor  labored  in  vain.”  I  close 
this  number  with  an  extract  from  one  of  the  Society’s  reports;~ 
“By  its  several  missions  to  heathen  nations — by  the  cheerful  sacri- 
fiect  and  labors  of  its  devoted  missionaries^-by  its  disclosures  of  thei 
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ignorance,  corrnptioo  .  and  wretchedness  •of  the  dark  places  of  the 
earth — by  its  successive  agencies  in  different  parts  of  the  coontry, 
the  commnnications  it  has  made  of  intelligence  with  motives  and  ex- 
citements  to  benevolent  action,  and  its  various  operations,  at  home 
and  abroad,  its  endeavors  and  influence  have  conduced  to  the  bene- 
>  fit  of  many.  .While  they  have  sent  the  gospel  abroad,  the  spirit  of 
the  gospel  has  been  increased  at  home.  Especially  has  it  been  so, 
if  by  them  the  Monthly  Concert  of  prayer,  which  is  connected  in  a 
particular  manner  with  missions  to  the  heathen,  has  been  promoted 
and  extended-~and  if  these  extensively  united  prayers  and  alms 
have  gone  op  with  acceptance  before  God,  and  in  answer  to  them, 
in  any  measure,  he  has  granted  those  plenteous  effusions  of  his 
'  spirit  with  which  many  of  our  churches  have  been  so  signally 
blessed.”  >  W.  • 


I 

CONVERSATION  BETWEEN  A  LIBERAL  AND  AN  OR¬ 
THODOX  PROFESSOR  OF  RELIGION. 

Liberal.  Well,  Mr.,  the  world  in  a'moral  sense  is  evidently  grow¬ 
ing  better.  ^  * 

Othodox.  The  troth  of  your  proposition  depends  on  the  mean¬ 
ing,  which  you  attach  to  your  terms.  -  If  by  growing  better,  you 
mean,  that  the  civil  and  social  rights  of  persons  and  nations  are 
better  understood  and  more  generally  regarded  than  in  former  ages, 

•  your  proposition  is  doubtless  true.  •  But  if  the  divine  law  be  your 
standard  of  goodness,  it  may  be  difficult  to  prove  that  the  world  is 
any  better  now  than  it  was  1800  yean  ago. 

Lib.  Yes.  It  may  be  easily  proved,  that  there  is  more  religion 
in  the  world  than  formerly. 

Or.  It  is  hoped  that  the  number  of  the  truly  pious  is  increasing  ; 
hut  that  the  impenitent,  or  those  who  have  not  been  born  ^ain, 
have  toy  more  religion,  cannot  be  made  to  appear. 

Lib.  The  impenitent,  as  yot^  call  them,  1 800  yean  ago  persecu¬ 
te  d  Christ  and  his  disciples, and  during  many  succeeding  ages,  cruel 
wars  were  waged  and  punishments  inflicted  on  account  of  religious 
opinion.  We  live  in  an  age  of  charity.  -  Men  of  different  systems 
and  denominations  meet  as  friends  and  live  as  brethren.  We  do 
not  settle  our  religious '  controvenjes  at  the  point  of  the  sword. — 
Different  sects  cultivate  peace  and  good  will,and  generally  are  will¬ 
ing  to  grant  that  good  men  may  be  found  in  all  denominations.  The 
prevalence  of.  this  catholic  spirit  is  to  roe  conclusive  evidence  that 
the  world  is  growing  better ,  and  that  the  millennium  is  begun. 

Or.  There  is  cause  of  gratitude,'  that  we  live  in  an  age  when  the 
principles  of  religious  toleration  are  better  understood  than  by  our 
ancestors.  That  catholic  spirit  among  members  of  different  de¬ 
nominations,.  which  you  consider  conclusive  evidence  that  there  is 
more  rdigion  in  the  worid,  may  however  proceed  from  iodiffereace 
to  all  religion,  as  from  a  false  religion.  It  is  granted,  that  were 
men'wlurt  they  ought  to  be,,  persecution  would  be  unknown  among 


them.  Vet  I  think  there  are  two  facts  ^clearly  established  in  the 
history  of  past  ages,  which  do  away  the  force  of  your  conclusions. 
First,  Persecution*  is  most  likely  to  manifest  itself,  when  true  reli¬ 
gion  is  set  in  opposition  to  false  religion.  -  Secondly,  That  catholic 
spirit,  which  consists  in  believing  that  good  men  may  be  found  in 
ail  denominations,  generally  prevails  either  among  the  followers  of 
a  false,  religion  or  among  those  who  are  indifferent  to  all  religion. 
Paul  did  not  preach  your  doctrine.-  Had  be  told  the  Greek,  the 
Roman  and  the  Jew,  “  1  believe  there  are  good  men  in  all  your 
denominations,  I  do  not  come  to  condemn  you,  or  to  say,  you  must- 
be  damned  if  you  continue  in  the  belief  and  worship  of  idols,  I  am 
only  come  to  shew  you  the  way  of  God  more,  perfectly  there 
would  probably  have  been  no  persecution.  But  Paul  told  them, 
that  there  is  only  one  name  given  under  heaven  among  men  by 
which  any  can  be  saved  ;  and  the  declaration  of  this  troth  brought 
forth  the  hatred  and  persecution  of  the  world.  • 

,  The  Greeks  and  Romans  .are  supposed’to  have  admitted  the  ex¬ 
istence  of  more  than  2000  gods,  yet  there  were  no  persecutions 
among  them;  because,  like  you,  they  conceded  that  the  woMbip- 
per  of  one  god  was  equally  pious  and  equally  in  the  way  of  his 
duty,  as  the  worshipper  of  another  god.  It  was  not  until  the  claims 
of  Christianity  to  be  the  only  true  .religion  were  urged  in  opposition 
to  their  idol  worship,  that  they  begun  to  persecute  and  to  destroy; 
The  truth  is,  the  world  are  naturally  disposed  to  support  religion, 
if  titey  may  have  a  religion  of  their  own  choice.  It  is  only  the 
true  religion,  which  teaches  man’s  entire  dependance  on  God’s 
mercy,  that  provokes  the  enmity  of  the.  world.  Permit  me  to  illus¬ 
trate  this  for  a  moment.  When  the  Jews  of  the  captivity  were 
about  to  rebuild  the  temple,  their  adversaries  came  to  them  and 
said,  ‘‘Let  us  build  with  you :  for  we  seek  your  god  as  ye  do,  and 
we  do  sacrifice  unto  him  since  the  days  of  Esar-Haddan  king  of 
Assur  which  brought  us  up  hither.”  Now  had  the  Jews  possessed 
that  catholic  spirit,  which  yo.u  esteem  the  glory  of  our  aige,  a  onion 
would  have  been  formed  between  them  and  their  enemies.^  But, 
because  they  contended  that  salvation  was  only  of  the  Jews,  their 
enemies  became  their  persecutors.,  Herod  the  king,  we  are^told,* 
did  many  things,  and  Ijteard  John  gladly.  Had  not  John  reproved 
his^  wickedness,  his  conduct  towards  him  would  have  been  liberal 
and  friendly ;  but  for  bis  faithfulness  he  caused  him  to  be  pot  to 
death.  The  people,  of  Galilee  were  glad  when  they  knew  that 
Jesus  had  .arrived  among  them.  They  bad  heard  of  his  mighty 
works  in  other  cities,  and  hoped  to  see  a  display  of  bis  power  in 
their  city.  Had  Christ  gratified  their  cariosity,  they  would  have 
t  T'  praised  him :  but,  because  he  -told  them  of  God’s  sovereignty,  they 
were  all  filled  with  wrath,  and  they  led  him  to  the  brow  of  the  hill 
on  which  their  city  was  built,  that  they  might  cast  him  down,  head¬ 
long..  From  these  remarks,  it  is  conceived,  that  a  candid  person 
must  admit,  that  it  is  easy  to  awsdeen  the  opposition,  and  easy  to 
secure  the  praise  and  friendship  of  the  world.'  To  awoken  the  one; 
you  need  only  preash  the  same  doctrine  which  Ezra  and  Pan)  and 
John  and  Chmt  have  preached :  and  to  secure  the  other,  you  have 

I 

i 

t 

I' 

I 

t  ■  ■ 

t  • 


\ 

I 


439 


An  'Expoiition  of  /.  Ptter,  in,  19,  20. 

only  to  allow  the  world  the  pnvilege  of  being  rigbteons  in  their 
own  way,  and  on  their  own  terms.  Make  the  way  of.  life  as 
straight  and  narrow  as  Christ  has  made  it,  and  yoo  will  snffer  per- 
secntion.  Make  it  as  broad  as  the  adversitties  of  the  Jews  and  the 
Galileans  made  it,  and  as  the  impenitent  of  oar  day  want  to  make  it, 
and  the  world  will  hare  no  controversy  whh  you  on  account  of  your 
religion. 

Lib.  What  then,  would  you  consider  satisfactory  evidence  of  the 
moral  and  religious  improvement  of  the  world  ? 

Or.  1  confess  that  1  have  no  confidence  in  that  kind  of  union  and 
harmony  which  grows  out  of  the  admission,  that  men  may  believe 
in  different  and  opposing  systems  of  religion  ;  that  they  may  travel 
indifferent  and  opposite  directions,  and  yet  be  equally  right  and 
equally  secure  of  heaven.  This  is  the  old  beaten  path  of  heathen 
Greece  and  heathen  Rome.  Though  I  freely  acknowledge  that  in 
minor  points,  even  among  good  men,  a  difference  of  opinion  may  be 
supposed  to  exist ;  yet  with  ngiy  bible  in  my  hand,  1  must  contend, 
that  he  only  that  beKeveth  shall  be' saved,  and  he  that  belie veth  not 
shall  be  damned.^  With  these  views  of  divine  truth,  I  shall  have 
evidence  that  the  religions  state  of  the  world  is  improving,  when 
the  doctrines  of  the  Gospel  are  more  generally  understood,  more 
cordially  believed,  and  more  generally  carried  into  practice,  than 
in  former  ages.  You  may  talk  of  harmony,  of  union  and  of  chari¬ 
ty,  forever;  but  if  they  grow  not  out  of  a  cordial  and  firm  belief  of 
the  essential  doctrines  of  revelation,  they  are  as  a  sounding  brass 
and  a  tinkling  cymbal.  NOLENS. 
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By  which  also  he  went  and  preached  unto  the  spirits  in  prison  ; 
which  some  time  were  disobedient,  when  once  the  long  suffering 
of  God  waited  in  the  days  of  Noah,  while  the  ark  was  preparing, 
'  wherein  few,  that  is,  eight  souls  were  saved  by  water. 

'  Various  and  opposite  interpretations  have  been  given  of  this  por¬ 
tion  of  inspired  truth.  It  has  by  some  been  supposed  to  inculcate 
sentiments,  which,  it  is  believed,  are  no  where  inculcated  in  the 
inspired  volume.  The  importance  of  having  a  correct  understand, 
ing  of  it,  must,  therefore,  be  apparent.  To  unfold  its  real  meaning, 
is  the  design  of  the  following  remarks: 

.1.  Who  foere  the  spirits  in  prison,  to  whom  Christ  went  and 
preached  ?— It  is  evidrat  from  the  passage  before  us,  that  they 
were  spirits  of  persons,  who  lived  on  the  earth,  before  the  univer¬ 
sal  deluge.  **By  which  also  he  went  and  preached  to  the  spirits 
in  prison  f  which  sometime  were  disobedient,  when  once  the 
long^ufiering  of  Ctod  waited  in  the  days  of  Noah.*’  Since  those 
spirits,  to  which  Christ  preached,  Ate  here  said  to  have  been  dis- 
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obedieDt  io  the  dajrs  of  Noah,  it  is  evident^  they  ffere  spirits  of 
persons  who  lived  on  the  earth,  before  the  flood. 

tr  How  did  Christ  preach  to  the  spirits  in  prison  ?-~-Throagb 
inattention  to  the  conoejti^,  many  havdsapposedythat  he  preached 
to  them  himself  in  person.  The  Apostle,  ^wever,  does  not  say, 
that  Christ  per«.oftw/|l[.pif4ia<hed  to  the  spirits  io  prison,  but  that  he 
preached  tij(^^9^iia  instrutnentally^  by  the  spirit.  The  reader  will 
perceu^Als,  by  simply  turning  his  eye  to  the  preceding  verse, 
andaperviOg  the  manner  in  which  it  is  connected  with  the  passage 
bow  the  subject  of  remark.  ‘‘Being  pot  to  death  In  the  flesh,  but 
'•  quickened  by  the  Spirit,  by  which  he  went  and  preached  to  the  spir¬ 
its  in  prison.*’  Here  it  is  plainly  asserted,  that  Christ  was  quick¬ 
ened  by  the  Spirit,  by  which,  that  i^,  by  which  Spirit,  the  same 
Spirit,  by  which  be  was  quickened,  he  preached  to  the  spirits  in 
prison.  The  relative  pronoun  which,  at  the  beginning  of  the  pas¬ 
sage,  that  is  the  subject  of  exposition,  refers  immediately  back  to 
the  term  Spirit,  the  last  word  in  the  preceding  verse,  and  thus -ren¬ 
ders  it  certain,  that  Christ  did  not  personally  preach  to  the  spirits 
in  prison,  as  many,  through  inattention,  have  supposed,  but  tnstru- 
mentally  by  the  Spirit,  as  the  medium  of ^commonication. 

3.  When  did  he  preach  to  them  instrumentally,  by  the  Spirit  ? — 

It  is  the  opinion  of  those,  who  suppose  thart  Christ  personally  preach¬ 
ed  to  the  spirits  in  prison,  that  the  time,  when  this  occurred,  was 
immediately  after  hfs  crucifixion,  during  the  period,  when  bis  body 
lay  in  the  sepulchre.  It  is  supposed,  that  he  then  descended  into 
the  prison  of  hell,  and  personally  preached  to  the  spirits  of  the 
antediluvians,  which  were  then  and  there  confined.  This  opinion, 
however,  is  gratuitously  assumed,  as  is  evident  from  the  fact,  that 
to  the  spirits  in  prison,  Christ  did  not  himself,  personally  preach. 
And  there  are  circumstances  which  render  it  altogether  improbable, 

'  that  the  time,  when  he  preached  to  them  instrumentally  by  the  Spir¬ 
it,'  was  the  time,  that  intervened  between  his  death  and  resurrec¬ 
tion.  Why  should  he  have  employed  the  Spirit  to  preach  to  them, 
at  that  particular  time  >Shoald  it  be  admitted,  that  the  Spirit 
preached  to  the  spirits  in  prison,  at  that  parlicular  time,  it  is  cer¬ 
tain,.  that  no  mention  is  made  in  the  Bible  of  bis  having  preached 
to  them  at  any  other  time,  since  they  have  been  there  confined. — 
And  surely  no  satisfactory  reason  can  be  given,  why  Christ  should 
have  employed  the  Spirit  to  preach  to  them,  during  the  three  days, 
that  intervened  between  his  death  and  resurrection,  and  at  no  other 
time,  since  their  imprisonment. 

On  the  .supposition,  that  the  Spirit  of  Christ  preached  to  the 
spirits  in  prison,  at  the  time  supposed,  it  may  be  further  asked,  why 
be  preached  only  to  the  spirits  of  the  antediluvians  ?  Were  those,  - 
who  perished  in  the  waters  of  the  deluge,  the  only  persons,  who, 
at  the  time  of  the  crucifixion  of  Christ,  had  gone  down  to  people 
the  prison  of  despair  ?  This  cannot  be  admitted.  The  Bible  war¬ 
rants  the  belief,  that  multitudes  went  down  to  the  prison  of  bell, 
during  the  time,  which  elapsed,  between  the  flood  and  the  death  of 
Christ.  The  question,  then,  returns,  why  did  the  Spirit  of  Christ 
prekch  to  the  spirits  of  the  antediluvians  only  ?  Why  did  he  not 
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also  preach  to  their  companiona  io  guilt  and  suffering  ?  That  he 
should  have  done  this,  seems  no  less  desirable  and  important,  than 
that  he  should  have  preached  to  the  spirits  of  the  antediluvians. — 
Their  fellow-prisoners  were  no  less  guilty,  than  themselves,  no 
less  stood  in  need  of  forgiveness. 

But  when,  it  may  be  asked^  did  Christ,  by.  the  Spirit,  preach  to 
the  spirits  in  prison,  if  not  during  the  time,  that  intervened  between 
his  death  and  resurrection  ?  I  answer — when  they  lived  on  the 
earth  before  the  deluge.  That  the  Spirit  actually  strove  with^en,. 

*  at  that  time,  is  a  scriptural  truth.  In  immediate  reference  to  them, 
it  is  written  in  Genesis,  “  The  Lord  said  ;  My  spirit  shall  not  ah  ’ 
ways  strive  with  mafi.V  This  may  be  regarded  as  the  language  of 
the  second  Person  in  the  Trinity  ;  and  thus  regarded,  it  naturally 
leads  us  to  conclude,  that  the  time,  when  Christ  employed  the  spir¬ 
it  to  preach  to  the  antediluvians,  was,  when  they  resided  on  the 
earth.  As  to  the  particular  method,  by  which  he,  at  that  time, 
preached  to  them  by  the  Spirit,  he  appears  to  have  sent  the  Spirit 
to  incline  Noah  to  forewarn  them  of  the  approaching  deluge  and 
exhort  »thera  to  repentancfi.  In  his  second  epistle.  Peter  denomi¬ 
nates  Noah,  A  preacher  of  righteousness.’’  And  in  the  passage, 
which  is  the  subject  of^exposition,  he  says — the  long-suffering  of 
God  waited  in  the  days  of  Noah  while  the  ark  was  preparing.” — 
There  is,  therefore,  good  reason  to  conclude,  that,  during  the  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty  years  which  were  employed  by  Noah  in  building 
the  ark,  he  ceased  not  to  preach  righteousness,  to  the  people  of  the 
day  in  which  he  had  earnestly  entreated  them  to  repent  without  de¬ 
lay.  Thus  to  preach  to  them,  during  that  period,  be  must  have 
been  inclined  by  the  Spirit.  If,  then,  we  carefully  consider,  what 
has  now  been  stated  ;  if  we  consider,  tbat  it  was  the  antediluvians, 
to  whom  Christ  went  and  preached,  that  be  did  not  preach  to  them 
himself,  personally,  but  instrumentally  by  the  Spirit — that  it  is  al¬ 
together  improbable,  the  Spirit  preached  to  them  during  the  time, 
which  intervened  between  the  death  and  the  resurrection  of  Christ 
— ^that  the  Spirit  actually  strove  with  them,  and  inclined  Noah  to 
preach  righteousness  to  them,  while  they  abode  on  the  earth  before 
the  deluge,  we  can  hardly  fail  to  conclude,  that  it  was  indeed  be¬ 
fore  the  universal  deluge,  that  Christ  went  and  preached  to  them 
by  his  Spirit. 

I  am  not  insensible,  it  may  be  objected,  that  the  apostle  says, 
Christ  ‘‘  went  and  preached  to  the  spirits  in  prison,”  thus  plainly 
conveying  the  idea,  that  they  were  in  prison  at  Ihe  time,  when  be 
preached  to  them.  To  this  objection  I  reply,  that  Peter  does  not 
say,'  the  spirits  were  octunlly  in  prison^  at  iht  timc^  when  Christ 
preached  to  them  by  the  Spirit.  He  necessarily  says  no  more,  than 
that  they  were  in  prison,  at  the  time,  when  he  wrote  his  6rst  epis¬ 
tle.  He  knew,  they  were  in  prison,  at  that  particular  time.  Hence, 
with  strict  propriety,  he  spake  of  them,  ns  being  then  in  prisoQ ; 
while  his  language  specifies  no  particular  time,  when  Christ 
preached  to  them  by  the  Spirit.  That  time  must  consequently,  he 
ascertained  by  other  circumstances.  And  all  other  circumstanoes 
Vol.  H. 
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concur  in  proving,  that  the  time,  when  Christ,  by  the  Spirit  preach* 
ed'to  the  spirits  of  the  antedilnvians,  in  prison,  in  the  time  of  the 
apostle  Peter,  was — the  time<  of  their  residence  on  the  earth,  be¬ 
fore  the  deluge. 

4..  What  was  the  character  of  those,  to  whom,  in  the  passage  be¬ 
fore  us,  Christ  is  said  to  have  preached  by  the  Spirit  1  They  were 
“  sometime  disobedient,  when  once  the  loug-suffering  of  God  waited 
in  the  days  of  Noah,  while  the  ark  was  preparing,  wherein,  few, 
that  is,  eight  souls,  were  saved  by  water.”  Their- disobedience 
they  manifested  by  the  notorious  wickedness  of  their  lives.  It  is 
written  of  them,  that  they  corrupted  their  way  on  the  earth,  and 
that  through  them  it  was  filled  with  violence.  .Of  the  character,  of 
the  true  God,  and  of  what  he  required  of  them,  they  were  not  ne¬ 
cessarily  ignorant.  There  is  reason  to  believe,  that,  from  time  to 
time,  God  made  known  his  character  and  will  to  them  by  means  of 
special  revelations  from  heaven.  Yet,  closing  their  eyes  against 
the  light  that  shone  around  them,  and  bidding  defiance  to  the  au¬ 
thority  of  God,  they  set  at  naught  his  counsels  and  despised  his  re¬ 
proofs.  Their  disobedience  they  further  manifested  by  their,  un¬ 
belief.  What  God  declared  to  Noah,  and  through  him  to  them, 
they  would  not  believe.  With  the  fact,  that  Noah  was  preparing 
the  ark,  they  most  have  been  well  acquainted.  Indeed,  in  the 
manual  labor  of  building  the  ark,  many  of  them  must  have  been 
engaged.  And  there  can  be  no  doubt,  but  that  Noah  distinctly  in¬ 
formed  them  for  what  purpose  he  was  preparing  the  ark,  and  ex¬ 
pressed  to  them  his  entire  confidence,  that  the  event  of  the  universal 
deluge  would  occur  at  the  appointed  time.  Him,  however,  they 
did  not,  nor  would,  believe.  Though  they  doubtless,  supposed 
him  to  be  sincere  in  his  expectation  of  an  approaching  deluge,  yet, 
they,  probably,  regarded  him  as  a  weak  enthusiast,  and  made  him 
the  general  object  of  ridicule  and  contempt.  , 

They  again  manifested  their  spirit  of  disobedience  by  not  being 
persuaded  to  repent.  Since ‘Noah  was  ”  a  preacher  of  righteous¬ 
ness”  to  them,  be  doubtless,  used  with  them  the  most  cogent  and 
persuasive  arguments  to  induce  them  to  repent,  and  prepare  for 
the  awful  event  that  awaited  them.  They  would  not  however,  be 
persuaded.  They  continued  to  rebel  against  God,  and  to  ripen 
themselves  for  destruction,  til],  at  length,  they  had  filled  up  the 
full  measure  of  their  iniquities.  They  continued  to  boy  and  sell, 
to  marry  and  give  in  marriage,  till  the  day  on  which  Noah  entered 
into  the  ark.  Then  the  windows  of  heaven  were  opened,  the 
fountains  of  the  great  deep  were  broken  up,  and  the  rain,  in  tor¬ 
rents,  began  and  continued  to  descend,  till  the  tops  of  the  highest 
mountains  were  covered.  As  the  consequence,  those,  to  whom 


Christ  by  his  Spirit,  had  preached,  were  drowned  in  the  depths  of 
the  flood,  and  their  immortal  spirits  immediately  entered  the  prison 
of  despair. 

In  view  of  the  preceding  exposition,  we  may  learn  the  error  of 
those,  who  deny,  that  there  will  be  any  punishment  in  the  future 


world.  It  was  not  till  within  comparatively  a  few  years,  that  any, 
who  professed  to  admit  the  plenary  inspiration  of  the  Bible,  pre-* 
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Slimed  to  deny,  that  there  will  be  any  future  punishment.  That 
the  wicked  will  receive  no  degree  of  punishment  beyond  the  pre¬ 
sent  life,  is  however,  a  favourite  opinion  with  many  at  the  present  day 
who  do  still  pretend  to  receive  the  Bible  as  the  word  of  God.  They 
suppose  that  mankind  receive  in  the  present  world,  all  the  punish¬ 
ment  for  their  sins,  which  they  deserve,  and  therefore,  that  when¬ 
ever  any  person  is  removed  from  this  world  by  death,  he  is  imme¬ 
diately  received  into  a  state  ot  happiness  in  heaven.  That  this 
opinion  is  erroneous^  is  rendered  evident  hy  what  is  asserted  in  th^ 
passage  at  the  head  of  this  article,  concerning  the  inhabitants  of 
the  old  world,  which  perished  in  the  waters  of  the  deluge.  They 
are  denumidated,  “  the  spirits  in  prison,"  and  are  represented  to 
have  been  in  prison,  at  the  time,  when  Peter  composed  his  first 
.epistle.  Inasmuch,  therefore,  as  at  that  time,  the  souls  of  those, 
who  perished  in  the  waters  of  the  deluge,  were  confined  in  prison, 
they  were  to  say  the  least,  in  a  state  of  sufiering.  And  the  fact, 
that  they  were  then  in  such  a  state,  strikingly  manifests  the  error 
of  those,  who  suppose,  that, the  wicked  will  receive  no  degree  of 
punishment  in  the  future  world. 

Nothing  can  be  inferred  from  the  passage,  of  which  an  ex¬ 
position  has  now  been  given,  in  favor  of  the  doctrine  of  a  final 
restoration. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  not  a  few  at  the  present  day,  that  there  will 
be  a  final  restoration.  It  is  supposed  that  when  the  wicked  shall 
have  suffered  in  the  prison  of  bell,  some  for  a  larger,  and  some  for 
a  shorter  period,  according  to  their  deeds  done  in  the-body,  they 
will  all  be  restored  to  the  favour  of  God,  and  be  made  happy  in 
heaven.  They  found  this  opinion  on  various  passages  of  the  Bible, 
of  which  that  at  the  head  of  this  article  is  one  in  their  view  of  no 
inconsiderable  importance.  They  infer  from  it,  that  immediately 
on  his  giving  up  the  ghost  on  the  cross,  Christ  descended  into  the 
prison  of  hell,  and  between  that  event,  and  the  event  of  his  resur¬ 
rection,  personally  preached  to  the  unhappy  spirits  df  the  antedi¬ 
luvians  there  confined.  And  for  what  purpose,  it  is  asked,  did 
Christ  preach  to  the  spirits  in  prison,  if  not,  that  they  might  be 
persuaded  to  repent  and  believe  in  him  to  the  salvation  of  their 
souls  ?  .  If  it  were  a  fact,  that  Christ  really  descended,  at  the  time 
supposed,  into  the  prison  of  bell,  and  preached  to  the  spirits  in 
prison,  the  tact  would  afford  some  countenance  to  the  system  of 
universal  restoration. — But  the  real  fact  is  far  different.  Christ 
did  not  personally  preach  to  the  spirits  in  prison,  but  instrumentally 
by  the  Spirit.  The  time,  when  he  preached  to  them  by  the  Spirit, 
was  not  between  his  death  and  resurrection — but  when  they  lived 
on  the  earth.  -  Then  be  caused  bis  Spirit  to  strive  with  them,  and 
to  incline  Noah  to  inform  them  of  the  approaching  deluge,  and 
warn  them  to  prepare  to  meet  their  God  in  peace.  Nothing,  there- 
fore'can  be  inferred  from  the  passage  before  us  in  favour  of  the 
doctrine  of  universal  restoration. 

Though  God  is  long-suffering  towards  sinners,  yet,  bis  vengeance 
will  not  sleep  forever.  He  is,  indeed,  long-suffering  towards  them, 
not  willing,  that  they  should  perish,  but  should  come  to  repentance 
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more  elevated  standard  than  most  of  the  pagan  systems.  Hence 
we  find  the  moral  character  of  Mahometans  less  degraded  than  the 
generality  of  Pagans.  If  we  look  at  Christianity,  w^e  find  a  holier 
faith,  a  more  elevated  standard,  and  a  less  vicious  community. — If 
pursuing  the  search,  we  look  atrthe  different  sects  of  this  religion, 
we  find  that  virtue  still  rises  in  proportion  to  the  purity  of  their 
principles.  Compare  for  instance  the  Protestant  with  the  Catholic  ; 
the  character  ol  those  who  believe  in  an  endless  punishment,  with 
that  of  those  who  do  not  :  those,  advocating  the  necessity  of  a  rad¬ 
ical  change  of  ^leart,  with  those  who  do  not  ;  those  holding  to  dis¬ 
interested  !''ve,'with  those  who  deny  its  existence  :  the  distinction 
of  their  moral  character  still  continues  corresponding  to  the  dif¬ 
ference  in  their  religious  doctrines. 

Hence  it  is  evident,  that  the  influence  of  a  love  of  character, 
varies  with  the  prevailing  standard  of  moral  excellence.  Yet, 
however  this  influence  may  vary,  one  thing  is  certain — it  is  strong  in 
governing  our  plans  and  conduct.  It  gives  valor  to  the  soldier,  wis: 
dom  to  the  legislator,  honesty  to  the  man  of  business,  and  elo¬ 
quence  to  the  public  speaker.  When  man  sinks  below  this  regard, 
he  has  gone  far,  very  far,  in  the  road  to  ruin  ;  but  when  from  a 
pure  and  holy  regard  to  duty,  be  rises  above  it^  he  becomes  a 
Christian. 

A  fiflb  restraint,  which  seems  indeed  to  embrace  the  last  men- 
tionc^d,  is  the  hope  of  reward. — This  prompts  to  the  exercise  of 
many  virtues.  In  a  well  regulated  community,  he  that  aspires  to 
offices  of  honor  and  emolument,  must  be  careful  that  no  flagrant 
vice  be  known  to  blemish  his  character.  He  that  would  acquire 
wealth  roust  be  frugal,  honest  and  industrious,  and  these  qualities 
will  forbid  a  course  of  dissipation.  The  hope  of  reward  has  in¬ 
deed  often  spurred  men  on  to  deeds  of  the  blackest  dye.  As  often 
too  it  has  lifted  them  up  to  honor  and  glory.  Its  common  influence, 
is  favorable  to  the  general  interests  of  civil  society.  Often  it  has 
foiled  the  charm  of  temptation,  and  curbed  the  strength  of  unholy 
passions. 

The  last  and  most  effectual  restraint,  however,  is  the  fear  of  pun¬ 
ishment.  When  the  voice  of  gratitude  is  hushed,  when  the  im¬ 
pulse  of  sympathy  is  feeble,  and  natural  affection  fails  ;  when  the 
love  of  character,  and  the  hopes  of  reward  are  lost  ;  then  nothing 
but  the  fear^of  some  sure  and  terrible  punishment,  will  hold  the 
heart  from  rushing  on  in  all  the  might  of  its  awful  depravity. — Hap¬ 
pily  for  the  world,  few  can  throw  off  all  these  restraints,  else  all 
the  peace  of  earth  would  vanish,  and  the  boasted  dignity  of  man 
would  be  told  of  no  more  forever.  There  would  be  no  smile 
to  light  up  the  aspect  of  woe,  nothing  to  beautify  this  vale  ^of 
tears. 

If  the  above  representation  be  just,  then  .man  is  not  wronged  by 
the  assertion,  that,  while  unregenerate,  he  has  no  real  goodness.— 
So  much  sometimes  appears  that  is  amiable  in  the  conduct  of  the 
unrenewed,  that  some  have  been  led  to  say  ;  it.  is  impossible  that 
such  can  be  destitute  of  all  that  is  holy.  Yet,  looking  at  the  pow¬ 
er  of  these  restraints,  shall  we  not  rather  wonder  that  man  can  ex- 


f 


J^Kssions  to  the  Heathen  447 

hibit  so  much  iniquity  :  wonder  at  the  depths  of  that  depravity, 
which  can  so  far  overcome  all  that  is  calculated  to  restrain  it. — Let 
us  remember,  that  white  without  these  restraints  man  xould  not  be 
happy  here,  without  something  more  than  these,  he  cannot  be  hap¬ 
py  hereafter. 

E. 


FROM  THE  WESTERIf  . RECORDER. 

MISSIONS  TO  THE  HEATHEN. 

•  •  From  Sancho^  the  Proverbialist. 

“  A'society  of  Charchmen,  who  had,  for  the  lastcentary,  been 
engaged,  among  other  benevolent  designs,  in  conveying  the  knowl¬ 
edge  of  Christianity  to  the  heathen^  convened  a  meeting  near  my 
aunt’s  mansion  boose,  to  consider  the  means  of  extending  to  about 
sixty  millions  of  poor  idolatrous  Hindoos  the  knowledge  of  Chris¬ 
tianity. 

“  Nbw,  whatever  religion  and  wisdom  might  urge  upon  so  plain  a 
point,  mere  prudence  could  not  but  be  alarmed  at  an  attempt,  how¬ 
ever  quiet,  to  disturb  the  creed  of  sixty  millions  of  people.  Accor¬ 
dingly,  having  entered  the  assembly,  1  rose,  and  to  the  admiration  of 
my  aunt,  made  the  following  oration  : 

1  rise,  sir,  to  oppose  the  motion  which  has  been  submitted  to  the 
*  assembly, xn  the  following  grounds — 

“  In  the  first  place  the  Hindoos  atre  savages,  and  Christianity  was 
never  designed  for  savages. 

‘‘In  the  second  place,  the  religion  of^  the  Hindoos  is  a  very  good 
religion — why  then  should  we  wish  to  change  it  ? 

“  In  the  third  place,  their  religion  has  made  them  excellent  slaves 
for  centuries — why  then  teach  them  religion,  which  is  only  fit  fbr 
freemen  ? 

“  In  the  fourth  place,  they  are  sunk  so  deep  in  vice  and  misery, 
that  it  is  impossible  to  release  them  fiom  it — why  then  attempt  it  P 

“  In  the  fifth  place,  who  would  think  of  beginning  to  convert  for¬ 
eign  nations,  till  we  have  converted  every  one  of  our  own  people  P 

“  Sixthly,  when  the  time  comes  for  the  general  conversion  of  the 
world,  some  sign  will  be  sent  from  heaven  to  tell  us  it. 

“  Such,  sir,  are  ray  reasons  for  resisting  the  measure  ;  and  who¬ 
ever  promotes  it  and  opposes  me,  is  an  enthusiast,  and  an  enemy  to 
the  king,  and  to  the  church  of  England.” 

“  Having  made  'my  speech,  I  will  own  that  I  expected,  as  the 
very  smallest  return,  the  loud  acclamations  of  the  astonished  assem¬ 
bly.  But  a  most  profound  silence  ensued  ;  till  a  clergyman,  who, 
1  then  thought,  looked  old  enough  to  know  better,  arose,  and  thus 
addressed  the  assembly — 

“  Instead,  sir,  of  replying  directly  to  the  reasonings  of  the  speak¬ 
er  who  has  preceded  me,  1  will  simply  put  another  case,  and  re¬ 
quest  bis  decision  upon  it.  Suppose,  instead  of  the  present  asem- 
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bly,  a  thousand  Peruvians  convened  on  the  banks  of  the  Amazon, 
to  take  into  consideration  a  supplication  from  the  nations  of  Europe, 
to  supply  them  with  that  bark  of  ' Peru,  which  is  the  only  known 
antidote  for  a  large  class  of  our  diseases.  And  conceive,  if  you 
will,  the  preceding  speaker,  who,;!  am  sure,  would  be  happy  to 
undertake  the  embassage,  to  be  the  advocate  of  these  feverish  and 
agueish  nations,  to  the  only  possessors  of  this  antidote.  Imagine 
him  to  arise  amidst  the  tawny  multitude,  and  with  much  feeling  and 
emphasis  to  state,  that  at  least  sixty  millions  of  people  depend 
upon  their  determination  for  health  and  life.  At  once,  1  am  per¬ 
suaded,  the  cry  of  that  multitude  would  interrupt  the  pleadings  of 
the  orator,  and  one  and  all  would  exclaim,  ‘  Give  them  bark  !  give 
them  bark !  and  let  not  an  European  perish,  whom  it  is  possible 
for  a  Peruvian  to  save.’  Thus  far  all  would  be  well.  But  con¬ 
ceive,  instead  of  the  assembly,  being  permitted  to' act  upon  this  be¬ 
nevolent  decision,  some  Peruvian,  of  an  age  in  which  the  preva¬ 
lence  of  mere  policy  or  mere  prudence  over  justice  and  benevo¬ 
lence  is  more  intelligible  and  pardonable,  to  arise,  and  thus  to  ad¬ 
dress  his  countrymen — 

“  Peruvians,  you  are  far  too  precipitate.  Consider,  I  beseech 
you,  the  character  and  circumstances  of  the  persons  for  whom  this 
privilege  is  demanded. 

“  In  the  tirst  place  they  are  civilized  nations — They  read  and 
write,  they  sleep  in  beds,  and  ride  in  coaches  ;  they  wear  coats 
and  trowsers — who  then  will  say,  that  bark  is  meant  for  such  per¬ 
sons  as  these  ?  ^ 

“  In  the  second  place,  their  fevers  and  agues  may  have  many  ex¬ 
cellences  with  which  we  are  unacquainted — why  then  attempt  to 
cure  tbem  ? 

**  In  the  third  place,  their  fevers  and  agues  assist  exceedingly 
to  thin  their  armies — why  then,  strengthen  them,  merely  to  destroy 
ourselves. 

Fourthly,  those  fevers  and  agues  are  so  deep  seated  and  violent, 
that  it  is  impossible  to  cure  them — why  then  attempt  it  ? 

**  In  the  fifth  place,  who  would  think  of  coring  foreiga  nations, 
till  we  have  cured  all  the  sick  in  Peru  V 

“  Sixthly,  when  the  time  comes  for  the  general  cure  of  fevers 
and  agues,  1  have  no.  doubt  but  the  Great  Spirit  will  give  us  some 
sign  from  the  mountains. 

Such,  Peruvians,  are  my  reasons  for  opposing  the  vvish  of  the 
speaker  ;  and  whoever  promotes  it^  or  opposes  me,  is  a  madman, 
and  an  enemy  both  to  the  Incas  and  the  Great  Spirit. 

*‘Now  then,”  continued  the  old  clergyman,  “  supposing  the  Pe¬ 
ruvian  orator  thus  to  reason,  1  should  be  glad  to  know  by  what  an¬ 
swer  that  young  gentleman  would  repel  his  arguments.” 

He  then,  to  my  infinite  horror,  sat  down,  and  left  me,  with  the 
eyes  of  the  assembly  fixed  upon  me,  as  if  waiting  for  my  reply  ; 
but  not  having  any  precisely  ready,  1  thought  it  best  to  be  taken 
suddenly  ill,  and  to  leave  the  room. 


